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NOTE. 


—_ 


“fhe Military Geography of Afghanistan” 


namely :— has been compiled in five parts, 


Part J. Badakhehan, by Major E. G. Barrow, Indian Stalk Corps. 


Part Il. Afghan Turkistan, by Major E. G. Barrow, Indinn Staff 
Corps. 


Part III. Herat, by Major E. G. Barrow, Indian Staff Corps. 


Part IV, Kabul, by Captain A. H. Mason, D.S. O., Deputy Assistant 
Quarter-Master General, Intelligence Branch. 


Part V. Farah and Kundahar, by Colonel E. B. Elles, Assistant 
Quarter-Master General, Intelligence Branch, 


The object of this work is to present in a concise and readable form in- 
formation about the several provinces of Afyhanistan of interest froma military 
point of view. This information has been compiled from reports, gazetteers, 
route books, and the records of the Intelligence party with the Afghan 
Boundary Commission. 


The work was commenced in 1891 and finished in 1893, before the Kabul 
Mission took place. It is important to remember this as events are constantly 
happening, and fresh knowledge is being acquired, which tend to modify 
statements and opinions contained in this work. For instance, on page 2 
of Part I, Major Barrow in writing of the road from the Baroghil pass to 
Mastuj vid the Yarkhun valley, describes it as “an impassable route in 
summer and very difficult in winter.” From reports lately received from 
Captain F. E. Younghusband, C.LE., and Lieutenant G. K. Cockerill, who 
examined this route in October and November 1893, respectively, it appears 
that the route in question is casy for eight months in the year, namely, from 
September to May, and that when it is closed, there is an alternative route 


vid the Kankhan pass which is open during the summer. 


It should also be remembered tbat any opinions given or deductions made, 


are only the personal views of the writers and have no official authority. 


G. If. MORE-MOLYNEUX, Lieut.-Colonel, 
Aseistant Quarter- Master General, 
Intelligence Branch. 


G.C.Pres:, Sima—No. € 19 Q. M. G. T. B—125 94 = 259 


PART ITI. 


THE PROVINCE OF HERAT. 





CHAPTER I. 
INTRODUCTION. 


The third great division we have to deal with is the Afghan province of 
Tlerat, a province which has at ( + been independent but hag lallerly formed 
part of Afgl pita except in Sabzwar, that is, the 
southern Portion of (he province, are for the most part alien to the Afghan, 
and this fact is one which should always be borne in mind when cousidering 
the military or political situation. 

We have now, thanks to the Afghan Boundary Commission, a very complete 
knowledge of the most importaul districts of the’ province, and here again it 
is the reports of Colonel Maitland aud Major Peacocke, which have been main- 
ly relicd on. ‘The deductions drawn from that information are my own personal 
Ones, and again J must warn the reader against presuming that they represent 
oflicial opinions. 














PristcaL Fearcres. 


_ The Herat province may be described as that part of Afghanistan which is 
drained by the Murghab, the Mari Rud, tho Adraskand and the aflluenis of the 
Farah Rud, above where it enters the plaics. It is bounded on the north by the 
sandy desert knovtn as the Chol, on the east by the mountains of the Hazara 
country, on the west by the deserts of Khorasan. It is thus, loa certain extent, 
physically cut off on all sides but one by natural obstacles from the surround. 
ing countries and provinces. On the southern side it is open, and the great 
roads from Kandahar and Sistan lead to it through (he broad space between the 
Yaimani hills and the Persian desert. 

The most populous, fertile and flourishing part of the province is that 
comprised in the districts of ILerat, Ghorian, Obek, Karokh and ShahGlan, that 
is to say, the valley and basin of the lower Mari Rud. ‘These districts are tra- 
versed by good roads, and communiecatioc with Persia, Badghis and Sabzwar 
is casy and unobstructed by any serious obstacles. They are capable of sup- 
porting troops and are well (itted for military operations, so much so that 
wheeled transport even could be used with the application of a very slight 
amount of labour, North of this fertite tract is the Sinh Bubak, known lo 
Europeans as the Parapamisus. ‘This motntain range is really a prolongation 
of the middle branch of the Koh-i-Baba, North of Ierat, and to the eastward 
of that place, the hills of this range are of some height, the peaks rising four or 
five thousand feet above the valley. ‘The roads over this part of the range are 
rough and rather difficult, but westward of the meridian of Herat the hills become 
lower and the passes easier, till in fact the range becomes a series of low downs. 
These hills curve round from west to north-west and are continued in that direc- 
tion by a range on the left bank of the Mari Rud. Northof the Siah Bubsk 
is the district of Badghis. Badehis is for the most part an expanse of open 
yolling downs of light clay soil, covered with rich grass dur g the earlier 
half of the year, but arid and parched during the fatter half. The easteru por- 
tion of Badghis, comprising Kushk and Kala Nao, is mere and more hilly as one 
travels cast, until it may 


be characterized as almost mounlaitiot: The euly 
ial river i F i ing the Hari Rud on its western 
erennial river in the whole of Badghis, not connling tl : 
Torder, nor the Aurghab on its eastern, is tho Kushk; so that from July to Decem- 
her the country away from these streams is almost 


destitule of running water, a 
very important point to remember, In spring and early summer, however, every 
watercourse contains a rivulet. 


Tho hills of Badghis gradually sink into the 
rolling waterless Chol, which is hero the natural fronticr between I 


















ran and Turan. 


The mosl. important features of the country” north of the Parapamisus are the 
Marghab and Uari Rud, whose valloys constitute the only pr Hicable lines of 
approach across Uhe Chol from Turkomania, The Murghab is, generally speak- 
ing, deep and unfordable, and, when in Mood, is an impassable obstacle. ‘The 
Hari Rud, on the contrary, is generally shallow and fordahle, except of course 
in flood, when it becomes a rapid turbulent river, about 200 yards wide. ‘Lhe 
flood season is from the middlo of March to the beginning of July, Though 
the Hari Rud has generally a flat easy bed, it must be distinetly understood 
that it leaves the Herat valley by a rocky ble defile. 

East of the erat valley and Badghis, is a wild mountainous country inha- 
bited by Firozkohis, Taimanis and Lazaras, though but few of the latter are in 
the Herat province. This is a region of bwren rugged hills rising in 
places to 10,000 and even 12,000 fect. The main axis of the mountain 
system comprised in this area is the Band-i-Baba, which is in itself a con- 
tinvation of the Hindu-Kush, fhe Band-i-Buba, just before entering the 
erat provinee, breaks up inlo three main ranges, whici trifurcate like the 
prongs of a pitchfork. The northern ono is the Hand-i-Turkislan, the central 
one is generally spoken of as the Koh-i-Daba, and tho southern one is called the 
Band-i-Baian or Safed Koh, Between the tivo first is the country of the 
Tirozkohis, an impracticable region for military oyerations. Between the two 
last is the valley of the Hari Rut, up part of which lies the Amir’s new 
road connecting Kabul with Merat; it is not, however, an easy road and is 
of minor military importance, South of the Safed Kobis the Taimani country, 
which also is a country unsuitable for the movement of troops." 

South of the Herat valley is the open country of the Sabzwar district, 
drained by the Adraskand, whieh lower down becomes known as the Harut Rad. 
One prominent feature in this southern part of tle province is the Do Shakh 
tange, which, running obliquely from the Wari Rud uear Zindajan to the Persian 
frontier, considerably narrows the front available for military operations on the 
roads leading south from Herat, though at the same time it mnst be 
remembered that the Do Shakh range is traversible at severak points, ‘The Lari 
Rud in this part of its course, that is,in the plain country of Lierat, is no 
obstacle except when in flood (middle of March to end of June), and so for 
8 or 9 months of the year need scarcely be taken into consideration. 

















Bounparies. 


The boundaries of the Herat Province are as follows :— 

North —The new Iusso-Afghan frontier line from Zulfikar on the 
Hari Rud to a poiot N. E. of Kala Wali. The Zulfikay pass itself is 
Afghan, 3 

West.—Vho Perso-Afghan frontier line. ‘his where it passes through 
the salt desert is rather loosely defined, but from a point a few miles 
aLove Toman Agha, the Hari Rud itself forms the houndary, 

South.—From the junction of the Khushk and Harut Ruds, it runs 
up the Khnushk Rud to Bazdeh, then passing close to the western end 
of Koh Bechibaran, it regains (he Darut Rud, or Adraskand, and, 
following if some way towards Sabgwar, passes info the ‘Cuimani hills 
and there crosses the Darah Rud, so as to include nearly the whole 
Dasin of that river within the hiils. 

East,—Ttho watershed between the Farah Rud and’ Welmand basins. 
Tt then crosses the Hari Rud above Daolat Yar and runs through the 
Firozkohi country, 10 the Russian fronticr cast of Kala Wali. 








ADMINISTRATTVE Divisioxs. 
The province of Herat is divided administratively as follows :— 

Q) Tue cily of Herat and the 9 buluks or sub-distei in its vicinily. 
This portion of the provineo is directly administered by the 
Governor of [lerat, however, Shahfilan has now a Hakim ot its 
own, Loughly speaking, cach budwk consists of the villages 
watered by a particular canal or canals. 

















© Befed und 





Kol 





0 Lg Kerrior sod found on wany maps, Dut ure wut iM vnigur use, 


(2) Ghorian (o the west of Hert and adjeiniag the Persian frontier. 
(3) Karokh, north-cast of Herat, 

(1) Obeh, east of Herat up tho valley of the Hari Rud. 

(5) Sabawar, south of ILerat. 





These four dis 


s 3 are known as (ho Chahar Wilayat of Ter: 
admi 


istered by a Hakim. Yo them may now be adde 





and cach is 








(6) ShahGilan, properly one of the 9 dufuks which lies south of th i 
Rud and Obch, and to (be cast of Herat. ee 


{7) Vadghis, including Eushk and Kala Nao, that is, the country 
between the Russian frontier and the Siah Bubak range, 


(8) Murghab, hetween Badghis aud Turkistan. 


(9) The Taimani country, south-east of iTerat, in which may be included 
Daolat Yar. 


(10) ‘The Firozkohi country, cast of Badghis, a portion of which 


is more or less independent. 


OL the above, (7) and (8) are described in Chapter IL; (1) (2) (3) i 
Chapter LV ; (4) (G) (9) (10) in Chapter V, and (6) in Chapter vw B)G)a0 


Towns. 


The only places that can be described as towns in the Ierat province are 
Herat, Sabzwar and Ghorian. 


OF these, the only really important place is Herat. Sabzwar ia‘a walled 
town, in ruins, and now contains only about 600 families. Its position, however, 
on the Kandahar road makes i, important. Ghorian is a long straggling place, 
with about a thousand families and can hardly be called a town. 


PopruLation. 


Tho total population of the Herat district is estimated by Colonel Maitland 
at about 128,000 families, or say 650,000 souls, Of course, this estimate is a 
mere approximation, and the population may be anything between half a 
million and three quarters of a million, The city of Herat contained in 1886 
about 8,009 inhabitants, while in the neighbourhood, that is to say, in the 9 
buluke which comprise the district of Llerat, there were said to he 60,000 
families, of whom more than two-thirds were Lleratis, the remainder being 
Afghans. Herati, it must be understood, is the term usually employed for all 
Persian-speaking inhabitants who are not Afghans, such as Tajiks, Toemuris, 
Arabs, Jamshedlis, ete. In Obeh there are about 4,500 families, of whom nearly 
2,000 are Afghans, mostly Ghilzais. Ghorian and Karokh are distinctly Herati 
as regards their population and include very [ow Afghans, They each 
contain about 4,000 families. Sabzwar is the most Afghan district of the 
province, and excluding the outlying districts of Anardara and Kala Kab on 
the Persian border, the Afghans are to the rest, as at Jeast 3 to 1. They are 
chicily Duranis, so th ethnographically Sabzwar belongs lo Afghanistan, 
while [erat does not. ‘Tie total population of the district is probably between 
60,000 and 70,000. ‘Lhe population of Badghis, the Firozkoli country, and the 
Taimani country is very uncertain; but Colonel Maitland puts thew respectively 
at 10,000, 7,000, and 14,000 families. 


Broadly speaking, the population of the province may be said to consist of 
three distinet classes ; the (1) Ieratis, who are mostly what we call Tnjiks and 
Parsiwans, (2) Afghans, mostly Ghilzais and Duranis, dwelling in Obch and 
Sabzwar and (3) the Chahar Aimaks. As_regards the latter, there bas been 
considerable misconception in India, and I have therefore thought it advisable 
to here give a short account of them. 
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Tur Cuanan AIMAK TRIBES. 


i i is si 2 the present Li 
The meaning of the word Aimak is simply nomad, and at P me 
the following four tribes are those usually understood by the term :-~ 


1. Jamshedis pee ees “t Tide Chapter 1. 
2. Suni Iazaraa of Kala Nao ... ae 
De ae frie Chapter V. 
4, Taimanis te 6 


The Jamshedis occupy the Kushk district in the centre of Badghis, but 
a large portion of this tribe has lately been deported to the Hari Kud, East 
of them come the Suni Hazaras, and east of them again, belween the 
Band-i-'Turkistan and the Band-i-Baba lies the Firozkohi country. The ‘Tai. 
manis occupy the hill country south-cast of erat, Some authorilics include 
the Temuris among the Chahar Aimaks, but this is a mistake, as the ‘Temuris 
abandoned Afghan territory at the beginning of the century. 


The Jamshedis and Firozkohis are of Persian descent, the Hazaras are of 
course Turanian. They were brought from the Hazarajat to their present 
locality by Nadir Shah, ‘The ‘Paimanis are in the main Persian, but they have 
a strong strain of Kakar Pathan blood. 


Among the Chahar Aimaks the authority of the tribal Hhaxns is considerable, 
but of late the Afghan policy has been to diminish their power and influence. 
The Jamshedis and [Lazaras have always been more or less united tribes, but 
the Firozkohis are divided into the Mahmudi or Western Firozkohis, and the 
Darazi or Eastern Firozkohis. While these, again, are divided into rival clans. 
Yho Taimanis are divided into northern and southern, the lormer being under 
several chiefs and the whole without much cohesion, All the tribes are semi- 
nomadic, that is to say, people who dwell in tents, depend mainly on their 
flocks and herds and do not pay revenue on land. ‘The southern Taimanis use 
the black blanket tent of the Afghans ; all the others use the felt tents known as 
khargahs or kabitkas. All the tribes speak Persian, but the dialects differ. ‘I'he 
Jamshedis and Ilazaras are all horsemen, and so are most of the Taimanis and 
western Firozkohis. The horses generally are indilferent. ‘They fight on horse- 
back, but with firearms, and rarely with sword or lance. The Firozkohis are 
admitted to be the bravest, and the Hlazaras the least so, and also the least 


intelligent, All are badly armed. The following estimale has beon made of 
their numbers :— 


Jomshedis —... js ws 4,000 families. 

Kala Nao Huzaras uk .. 4000, 

Mabmudi Firozkobis bes v3, 400 ” 

Danzi Do. a «7,400, Including Tajiks, 
Northern Taimania en ve 6,000 s 

Southern Do. fe oe 14200, 


—_—_— 


Total ws  §9,000 


All the tribes are more or less disaffected towards Afghan rule and would 
readily welcome an English or Russian occupation. But as regards this, I 
fear I must add that the same may bo said of all the inhabitants of the province 
excepting the Afghans of Sabzwar and possibly those of Obeb, , 


» 


Curiae. 

The cima of the Heral province has four se: 
summer, firima autumn and samistan winler, Spring is supposed to c 
mence about the Nooroz (21st March), and each season to last thou 3 months. 
enter is cold in the Herat valley, with snow, but it docs not asa rule lie long. 

arch and April are rainy months, and the rainfall appears to be heaviest 


asons—Llahar spring, taimus 


6 


after n sevore winter. By May the weather is elear and the 

of the month the famous Bud-i-sud-o-bial-roz, or wind of iW eee on “ 
During the suinmer months the wind is very strong, being always highest after 
sunset, and if there should be rain to the north it increases almost ta a lwwri- 
rane. ‘Til November there is always more or less wind in the [erat valley 
This His felt far to the south and blows with unabated fury in Sistan. 
his there is no wind, nor is it felt east of unian, in the Herat valley. 
There is no summer wind at Obeh, and this place has a much pleasanter 
climate (han Herat, which is disagreeable and not very healthy except in 
winter, When the wind is not blowing, the summer heat in the ‘Herat valley 
is great, though of course not comparable to that of India, The barley harvest 
of Herat and Ghorian is duo about the 20th June, that of Karokh and 


Obeh on tho Ist July, that of Badghis about the 10th, The wheat harvest ia 
about 10 days later than the barley harvest. 





During the summer and autumn the weather is pretty settled, usually fine 
and clear, Hy September it begins to get cool again, and that month and 
October are very enjoyable. In November, clouds appear with cold winds, rain 


and sleet, but there may be tolerably fine weather nearly up to Christuias when 
the veal winter sets in. 








Surpiirs any T'nansront. 


Regarding this important mililary subject we hate now fairly reliable 
information. It has been calculated that Herat and Ghorian, that is to say, 
the Herat valley, could supply a force from local resources with about :— 

135,000 maunde of wheat. 

90,0004 rica. 

60,000, barley. 
So that an Anglo-Indian Army Corps of the usual strength could be 
supplied with about 6 months’ food for men and 2 months’ for animals. Major 
Rind was of opinion that with some assistance from Farah tho Herat province 
could support a force of 15,000 men aj] the year round, though of course with 
occupation, cullivation would inercase, and a much larger force might be sub- 
sisted. 

Forage is on the whole plentiful, and probably about 200,000 maunds of 
dbhusa would be available. Lucern is largely grown in the valley, and excellent 
grass is abundant in the hills to the north, and in Badghis all (he spring and part 
of the summer; camel-grazing is good almost everywhere, particularly towards 
Obeh. Sheep are numerous and quite suiicient to meet the wants of a large 
army. Vegetables aud fruit are abundant in the Herat valley. 

Transport is not very plentiful, Camels are not numerous, nor indecd are 
ponies, but there are great numbers of donkeys. However, in the Herat 
valley there is nothing to prevent the utilization of wheeled trunsport. 


ARMY. 
Statistics under this head can never, of courso, be reliahle, as garrisons aro 
constantly shifting, and the troops being increased or reduced according to 
political exigencies. In 1885-86, the garrison of the province was :— 


Men. 

9 ballalions infantry oe oe te 5,400 
12 equadrons ane oe vee on 1,200 
7 batteries of 6 guns " os ve 700 
10 dairaks of kAasadars (military police) ‘ 1,000 
Total 8,300 





Butin 1687 the artillery was reported to have been increased to 12 batteries. 

Besides the regulars, thore arc about 4,000 irregular horsemen who are 
the local militia and are mostly at the outposts. 4 iat tk 

Nearly the whole of the regular troops are at the capital, but there 
are amall ‘ictachments at Ghorian, Obeh, Bala Murghab and Chakeharan. 


i i i i Jars are ve 
U ostly Kahuli or Kandahari troops. The irregu ry 
at and totally undrilled. They are mostly Leratis, ond therefore 
unreliable. 
The only fortified places in the province are Herat and Bala Murghab, 


The walls of Sabzwar are in ruins and Maruchak is merely a post. 


Toaps. 


Io a military sense the only important roads are those which lead to and 
from Herat, and of these the principal ones are the following :— 
vid Sabzwar. : 

» Si ¢ Lash Juwain and Anardara, or vid Farah. 
(3), Kabul rid Davlat Yar and the Hazarajat, 

(4) 2 Bala Murghab vi¢ Kal Nao and Zarmust pass. 

(5) Bala Murghab rid Kushk and the Baba pass. 

(6) ,, Panjdeb rr Kara Tapa. 

(7) Sarnkhe rid Zultikar and the Sang Kota). 

(8) 3}, Snmnkhs wid the Nihnleheni pass and the Hari Rud valley. 
(9) Mashhad od Tirpul. 

(10) 4, Mushhad vié Turbat-i-Haidari, 


As regards (1) aud (2), reference is invited toChapter VI. The Kandahar 
road is really very good, and armies secomprnicd by wheeled artillery have 
frequently marched by it; but in winter the want of camel grazing would 
render ils use a dificult matter for n large force, while in spring the rivers 
in flood would offer obstacles lo rapid mavement, ‘The total distance is 405 
miles, which an army would take about 6 weeks lo cover, ‘The Sistan routes 
would only affeel military operations if a British force based on Sistan were 
threatening the line Merat-Kandahar. ‘They are casy routes and that by 
Anardaya was used by the Afghan Boundary Commission. ‘The total distance 
from Lash-Juwain to Herat is 1S marches or 215 miles. (References, Routes 
VI and II1-C, Helmand series, A. BC. Routes). 

The Ierat-Kabul road eid Daolat Yar isa made road for most of the 
way. The total distance is 479 miles, and of course it is much shorter than 
the route ri@ Kandahar; on the other hand, it is only open for half the year 
and is really only fit for mule or pony carriage in ifs present state. Its bear- 
ing ou military operations is discussed in Chapler V. (References, Route 
XLVI, Herat series, and X{X, Kabul series, A. B. C. Routes). 

The routes to Bala Murghab vid the Zarmust and Baba passes are the 
shortest from Terat, but by no means the best, and are only fit for baggage 
onimals. ‘The altitude of both these passes is over 7,000’, and they are conse- 
quently closed by snow for about three months. The best routes are the 
circuitous ones by the Batun and Ardewan passes, but the former are particularly 
important as turning or flanking routes and are therefore noted here, ‘Ihe 
distance from Herat to Bala Murghab rié the Baba pass and Kushk is 137 
miles, by the Zarmust Kotal and Kala Nao, 142 miles, i.¢., about a fortnight’s 
marching. (2eferences, Roule XX, XX-B, and XXIII, Lerat series, 
A. B.C. Routes). 

As regurde the road from Panjdeh ns far as Kara Tapo, 64 miles, the 
trond follows the Kushk Rud. From Kara ‘Lapa to Ilernt there are 
several routes, and the hills may he crossed by either the Ardewan, tho 
Robat-i-Mirza or the Batun_ pass, all of which might be made good gun- 
roads. They all meet again at Parwana, 12 miles from Merat. Vid the Batun 
pass it is 7 miles from Kara ‘Tapa to Herat. by the others about 70 miles, 
so that Herat may be considered og about 14 days distant from Panjdeh. 
(References, Routes XVIII, XIX, and X1X-A, Herat series, A. B. C. Roules’. 

The rond from Sarakhs to Zullikar is now a good cart road and presents 
no difficulties. Onwards the road by Gulran and the Sang Kotal is a gook 
camel road and might easily be made practicable for guns. ‘Ihe total distance 
is 190 miles, and though it is reckoned only 12 marehce would probably take 
troops nearly three weeks. (Reference, Route XIII, Herat series). The 
Nihalsheni route ia 217 miles, but is perhaps on the whole easier and is less 
likely to be closed by snow in-winter. (Reference, Route No. IX, Herat series) 
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Of the roads from Mashhad the best is probably Lint ofé Shalr-ieN 
Tirpul or Kuhsan. ‘the distance is 14 marches or 224 miles. Tt is fit ve 
wheeled vehicles. There is an allernative road hy the valley of the Jam to 
Tirpul. Itis rather shorter, but erhaps not quite aa good, There is a 
third road, thal through Turbat-i-[s ti, Rui Khaf ond Ghorian, but it is 274 
miles. (Jteferences, Routes [, 1 V, V, erat series). ; 






StrarectcaL Featunes. 


The strategical features of the Ucrat province deserve ihe most attentive 
consideration, as Herat for many reasons must be the primary, though not neces- 
snrily the main objective of a Russian invader. Till quite recently it wis assum- 
ed that the Merat Kandahar line of advance was the only one the Russians 
were likely lo adopt in force, and Herat therefore held an exaggeraled imporlance 
in public estimation. Again it was assumed thal the hill range north of Herat 
was a formidable barrier to an cnemy from the north, and consequently the 
possibilities of a defensive exmpaign in Ue Herat valley were seriously enter- 
tained. A belter acquaintance, however, with the whole thentre of war hos re- 
moved both these misconceptions. We know now that on advance on the 
Kabul line is more than possible and offers more direct, and perhaps greater 
advantages. We know too that the Siab Bubak range is no obstacle to an 
every, and consequently the likelihood of the Herat province being the chief 
scene of the impending struggle has receded into the background, Neverthe- 
Jess, the political, moval and strategical value which attaches to the possession 
of the Herat valley makes it absolutely certain that on a declaration of war it 
will become one of the immediate objectives of the Russian forces. 


A study of Chapter II will show that the Russian advance must be made 
either aloug the line Sarakhs-Zulfikar or Merv-Panjdeh, or indeed more probab- 
ly along both. As there will be nothing north of the Siah Bubak to seriously 
oppose an advance, a division of forces would probably be advantageous to the 
Russians, especially with reference to water, fuel, ete. Of course, if the railway 
line is brought to Sarakhs, the chances are the main advance will be made along 
that line, while a column moving along the Murghab line flanks it on the left 
and detaches a force to hold the Bala Murghab position. Climatic considera- 
tions would render it probable that tho Russian advance would take place 
in May or Jun, though this of course will be regulated by political exigencies. 


From the chapter on the passes across the Siah Bubak (Chapter IIT), it 
will be seen that that range is really no obstacle, and offers many easy lines of 
approach to the Herat valley ; and the chances are that as no formidable oppo- 
sition could be made to their passage several routes would be adopted simultane- 
ously, the various columns converging after crossing on the Parwana gap in the 
Kamar Kalagh hills, immediately north of Uerat. Even if the watershed range 
between Badghis and the Herat valley were an important barrier capable of 
defence by a ficld army, its value would be minimized by the fact that it can 
always be turned altogether from the Mashhad direction. Of course, there 
might be serious political objections to using that line, but the fact remaina 
that if it were necessary, there is nothing to prevent the Russians adopting it, 
Taking the extreme assamption that a British force were actually concentrat- 
cd in the Herat valley, it is doubtful whether the defence of the main range 
could or would be attempted. Any pass or group of passes can be turned by 
some other ; while even if all could be held, the rauge as a whole can he turned 
from the Mashhad-Kubsan direction, so that it is reasonable to suppose that 
even in this exlreme case the defence would be contined to the actual ralley 
of Lerat, that is, to the cultivated district surrounding the city. 


Chapter IV shows how comparatively limited is the area in the Herat 
valley aclually inhabited, and bow, if'a_ field army were available, this eulti- 
vated portion of the valley might be defended hy occupying selected and pre- 
pared positions, If the allack were from the north, the position would pro- 
bably be in the neighbourhood of Parwar 3 if from the west, at or about 
Sangbast. In the same chapter is described in general terms the nature of the 
Tlerat fortress, and it will be admitted that if the Afghavs cheose lo defend it, 

















Morcorer, if they displayed any real 
rat could hold out for some weeks and 
ilice of life, 


the placo is safe from a corp de mains 
fenavity in ils defence, it is probable Ue: 
would only be captured by a considerable s 

Assuming that it would take (he Russians at the most three weeks from 
the outset (o reach Herat anil at. (he very most four or five weeks lo capture it, 
we may safely conclude that within tivo months of a declaration of war Terat 
b 1 and, consilering the political nature of the Af: 
position in {lerat, and the almost certainty that the non-Alghan population 
would welcome the Rus: is mow reasonable to allow one month for tha 
advance on and eapture of the city. Under these circumstances, it is impossible 
to hope or expret that we could forestall them, as even from Kandahar it 
would takean Anglo-Afyhan army af lest 6 weeks to reach Iferat. If any- 
cept as inevitable the fall of Herat and 
the firm establishinent of the Russians in that vall Of course, if we had 
previously established ourselves in Sistan, the whole situation would be modi. 
fied; and it is not improbable that the Afghans might hold out aé erat long 
enough to enable us (o attempt its relief, but we are not established in Sistan, 
and till we are, it seems uscless to contemplate conditions based on that suppo- 
sition. Theonly really useful study is the use that could be made by the 
Russians of their position in the Lerat valley and the lines by which we could 
altack it. 

As regards the first point, it is unquestionable that a Russian advance in 
foree Crom Herat can only be made by the line Sabzwar—Farah —Kandahar, and 
all fears of on altack by way of the Uazarajator through the Taimani country 
may bo dismissed. The Russians having firmly established themselves at 
Herat will either content themselves with gradually absorbing the country 
south and east of it, or will prepare for a general movement on Kandahar, A 
study of Chapter V will be useful, as it demonstrates the unlikelihood of the 
Daolat Yar road heing used by either the Russians or ourselves, except for obtain- 
ing information or for the purpose of creating alarm. The hill country east of 
Herat may become the seene of guerilla warfare ; it can hardly become the theatre 
of war [or organized armies, Chapter V1 will give some idea of the country 
immediately south of Herat and of its suitability for military operations. The 
ground practicable for the movements of armies between Herat and Kandahar 
is restricted to a comparatively narrow space between the Taimani hills on the 
one hand and a broad expanse of desert on the other; there is consequently no 
Dreadth of country for manceuvring strategically, all the way from Herat to the 
Helmand, so that a campaign fought out anywhere along this line would prob- 
ably depend on the tactical or numerical superiority of one of the combatants ; 
and, considering the difficulties of supply and transport, there is no reason why 
that superiority should belong to the Russian invader, Moreover, from the 
Helmand to the Sabawar district the population is Afghan and might under 
certain conditions he expected to strenuously oppose an invader. Of course, 
if the Russians were advancing on Kandahar, it would searecly be politic for 
us fo miuimize their diMficullies by advancing across the Helmand to meet 
them, unless indeed we had previously taken up a secure flanking position in 
Sistan; but the case might arise where we were in a position to assume the 
offensive towards Herat, and in that ease the Russians might find it desirable 
to take up a defensive position somewhere on this line of country, though tho 
probabilities are that in such o ease they would content themselves with 
covering Herat by means of a field army in a prepared position immediately 
south of the Hari Rud, say, in the vicinity of Rozabagh. 








would be in Qussian bond: 












thing then is certain in war, we ma 

















CHAPTER II. 
BADGILS, THE JAMSIIEDIS, AND SUNI [TAZARAS OF KALA NAO, &. 


Radghis may be defined as the country lying between Russian territury 
on the north and the Siah Bubak or Parapamisus on the south. ‘Mhe Russian 
frontier is the northern boundary from Zulf to Kala Wali on the Turkistan 
road. West and east it is bounded by the [ari Ltud or Tajand and Firozkobi 
country respectively. Although the whole of this tract including Murghab and 
the basin of the Kashan river is now politically included in Badghis: the real 
Badghis ix properly speaking only the country between the Unri Rud and the 
Kushk river. This tract is very fine, consisting mostly of open rolling grossy 
downs, The soil of all the valleys is exceedingly fertile, and, where cultivated, 
hears excellent crops of wheat and barley without irrigation, ‘This part of the 
country is known as Gulran. It was formerly oceupied hy the Temuris, but for 
the last half century it has been completely deserted owing to the raids of the 
Turkomans, It is believed there are now (1892) some few hondred Afghan 
colonists in Gulran, and there are certainly small mililary posts at Zulfikar and 
Gulran itself, ‘Lhe whole of Gulran may be said to draiu north-east to the 
Kusbk river or its affluent, the Dahan-Islim. ‘The valleys which carry off (he 
drainage are usually shallow, Mat-bedded hollows. ‘The downs, thouzh covered 
with luxuriant pasturage in spring and carly summer, are arid expanses of 
parched grass ip the latter half of the year. ‘The soil is elay highly impreznat- 
ed with salts, so that the water obtained by di gin it is more or less 
brackish, especially in the red clays, where it is seldom drinkable. During the 
spring rains, the soil of these downs becomes very heavy for traffic of any sort 
and quite impassable for wheels ; but it soon dries up, and then triops of all 
arms could traverse these downs in almost any direction. There is very little 
fuel. ‘Lamarisk and 4andem bushes are found in some of the larger water. 
courses and along some of the lower slopes, but as a rule Gulran is treeless, 
As regards water, cast of the Maghor Rud, most of the larger watercourses 
contain water all the year round, bub westward, except at Gulran, the country 
ig practically waterless except in the wet season. 






















North of the Islim valley lies the chol. It consists of rolling treeless and 
sandy downs, but with a total absence of any distinct drainago courses of any 
size. Ak Robat is the only spot where there is any large supply of water. 
There some twenly large wells have been sunk for the use of the flocks of the 
Panjdeh Sariks, and it seems probable that water could be found hy digging 
wells in any similar natural basin; but at present in the whole of the cho! frora 
the Hari Rud to the Murghab and Kushk rivers, owing to the absence of water, 
there are no practicable roads for troops, except small bodies of cavalry, in any 
direction except the old Gulrau-Ak Robat-Adam Ulan-Sorakhs road, ‘I'his 
applies (o 9 months of the year; but in winter, alter a snowfall or after the 
spring rains, large bodies of cavalry might perhaps cross this tract. ‘The Mari 
Rud and Murghab valleys thus form the ouly two practicable avenues of 
approach for troops from the north into Badghis proper. At Pul-i-Khatun on the 
one line and at Ak ‘l'apaon the other, practicable roads Girst begin to branch off, 
and the possession of these two placcs bars or lays open, as the case may be, all 
further advance into Badghis. ‘Io add to their importance there is an ancient 
youle between the two placcs, which, if all the old wells were re-opened, would 
give lateral communication across the cial. At present both these places are in 
Russian hands and the advantage lics with them. Irrespective of this disused 
Jateral line, columns advancing southwards up the two valleys first arrivo ona 
connected and comparatirely fairly watered front when they reach the line 
Zulfikar-Ak Robat-Chaman-i-Bed, Age this line is within the Russian frontier, 
it may be said that the great difficullics of the desert tract have been overcome, 
and that any further advance towards Herat will start on o well connected 
front. The best roads probably are Pul-i-Khatun to Gulran, by Zulfikar and 
Kares Elias, and up tho valley of the Kushk to Kara ‘lapaand the Batun pass. 
As regards the former, the Russians have made o good cart road from 
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alfikar, the distance being 75 miles. Dull kar as tho frontier 
aeee fetenans on the Tajand or Hari Rud is of some local import- 
ance. Yt is simply a cloft in the cliffs which Dound the valley of the 
Tojand on its right bank ond is of military importance becanse it is one of 
the few points of passnge by which the high cdot can be gained from the banks 
of the river. There ave two lines of clilf, one hehind the other, with some low 
broken ground between them, and there are two deliles, ope (hrough cich line 
of clills, and by them a portion of the drainage of the downs escapes to the 
river. From ZulGkar to Guiran by Kare Eling it is +7 mi and Crom 
Gulran to Herat by the Sang Kotal it is 65} miles, J hus the total distance 
from Sarakhs to Uerat by this route is 190} miles or 12 marches (vide 
Roule XIII, Herat series, A. B.C. Routes). As regards the route from Panjdeh 
to Lerat above mentioned, the total distance is 134} miles or 11 marches (side 
Routes XIX and XIXKA of Herat series, A, B. ©. Routes). So that failing 
opposition it is obvious the Kussiaus could be before Merat within a fort- 
night of the declaration of war on whichever line they advanced, assuming 
previous concentration at Panjdeh and Sarakhs. 








Bast of Gulran comes the Kushk district, the land of the Jamshedis one 
of the Chabar Aimak tribes. ‘he following account of the Jamshedis may 
therefore be usefnily introduced here. It must, however, be uuderstood that 
this account applies to the Jamshedis as they were at the time of the Afghan 
Boundary Commission (1885-66) ; sinee then a number of Afghans from Zamin- 
dawar have been settled in the district, especially at Kara ‘lapa, while the 
Jamshedis themselves have, it is believed, been mostly deported to districts 
in the Herat valley. 


Tue JAMSIEDIS. 


The Jamshedi country till quite recently was the central portion of 
Badghis ; that is to say, the country aboul Kushk, but since 1869 the greater 
part of the tribe has been deported to the valley of the Mari Rud and forcibly 
settled in the Obeh, Karokh and ShahGlan districls. ‘Their Badghis settlements 
covered about 1,000 square miles of country between the Koh-i-Baba and the 
Russian boundary. The elevation of this tract varies from about 6,000’ to 
2,500’, Kushk itself being about 3,600’ above the sea. ‘The greater pari of the 
country consists of rolling downs and long ridges, separated by hollows, all thickly 
covered with grass. The height of these ridges above the hollows is often 
400’ or 500’, and their slopes are steep though smooth. The country is entire- 
ly destitute of trees or bushes except a little tamarisk along the watercourses, 
It isa well-watered tract, and the soil is light and rich and everywhere culti- 
voble. Formerly cultivation was extensive, and the country thickly populated. 
‘The wealth of the Jamshedis, however, lay chiefly in their flocks, and in 1685 
they were calculated to possess about 56,000 sheep. Kast of Kushk the country 
becomes more hilly, and rocks begin to make their appearance, while pistachio 
trees become [requent. 


Kushk consists of a number of villages or kishlake in the valley of the Ak 
Robat or Kushk stream. The principal settlement contains a fort which is Kushk 
proper and was the residence of the Jamshedi chief. It is said to be unhealthy. 
‘The roads through the Jamshedi country are important. The old main road 
from Herat to Merv leads through the Kush Robat pass to Kara Tapa, as 
also one of the present roads to Panjdeliand Merv through Kuehk. Again, there 
is the road to Alghan ‘Yurkistan, and the old road from Mashhad to Balkh nid 
Gulran and Kushk, 0 that the Jamshedi district is strategically somewhat 
important. 








‘The strength of the Jamshedis may be taken in round numbers at about 
15,000 souls, but it is believed that not more than a quarter of these are now 
left in the Jamshedi country. They ore generally a tough active ra 
not big. ‘ H 





J (hough 
They are badly armed and poorly mounted, though they are essentially 


horseman, Asa rule, they are a peaceable, well-disposed peasantry, but are 
not deficient in courage. ‘Uhey live in khargahs or kibitkas and are semi- 


nomadic, that is ta say in spring (hey move off to the hills with (heir focka 
and return for the harvest in July. 


ll 


Up to 1886 the Jamshedi chiefs collected revenue from the tribe for 
their own benefit ; but since then there line been no chief, and the revenue has 
been taken hy the Afghans. ‘The Jamshedia are expected also to find s 
mounted levy of about 400 men. 


Besides the Jamshedis of Kushk, th 
ahout 5,000 souls. ‘These live in Tegul 
own Khan. 


here are those of Karokh, bumberiag 
lar roud built villages and have their 


East again of Kushk is Kala Nao, the country of the Suni Lazaras. 


Toe Sunt Hazanas or Kata Nao. 


This tribe is located in Badghis between the Jamshedis on tho wesl. and 
the Virozkohi district of Kadis an the vast. They are known as the Suni 
Hazaras, as those of the Mazarajat are all Shias, ‘The area of the Suni Nazara 
country is approximately 2,300 square miles. 

Its length from south to north is about 50 miles, and it is ahout the same 
in width on the Russian boundary, whero it is broadest. Its elevation varies 
from 7,000’ to 2,000’ at Babulai, Kala Nao being ahout 3,000, 

It is more hilly than the Jamshedi country, and hetween the hills and pla- 
teaux are great ravines, whose beds are sometimes far below the gencral level. 
Their upper parte are rocky, and narrow, but lower down they widen 
out and become broad shallow valleys, all meeting to form the Kasban Iud, 
The low hills, of which seven-eighths of tha country is composed, rise from 
100’ to 400 above the general level ; their slopes are generally steep and smooth, 
bare of vegetation except grass, There is a good deal of cultivation both an 
the hill sides and in the valleys. Kala Nao is situated in a valley about half a 
mile wide. itis a large rudely built fort, with a small bazar outside ond 
numerous Ahargahs scattered around. Tt could, however, offer no resialance to 
civilized troops. The only other existing fort is Kalo Maghor. Naratu isa 

hace of great natural strength, being an ancient (ortress crowning a flat-top) ed 
fan, with a scarp all round like the Malratta forts of the Deccan. The pistachio 
tree is very common in the Kala Nao Hazara country, and a good trade is done 
in the nut. The number of sheep and goats in the country is enormous com- 
pared with the population, the total being put at 150,000. Supplies, especi- 
ally meat, are fairly plentiful, and jo spring and varly summer there is plenty 
of forage. ‘The country is nol a difficult one to (ravel oser, though the fre. 
quent ups and downs are trying for laden animals, All the routes from 
Herat to Afghan Turkistan lie through it, The best route from Kala Nao to 
Bala Murghab is that e/@ Babulai and Manghan, This route has been used 
by artillery. The next best route is by Kala Maghor to Dara Bam (vide Routes 
XX, XXU, and XXIII, Herat series, A. B. VU. Routes). 


No zaras are a colony from the Ilazarajat planted by Nadir 

ahaa sh sctoal elecnses may be taken at about 4,000 lamilies. In dress, 

ners and language they resemble the Jamshedis, but are somewhat bigger, 

oad’ ith their Tatar caste of countennuce look more like Turkomans, They are 

ere ii differently armed and badly mounted; they are supposed to furnish a 

very ted levy of 600 men, but as soldiers they are quite ineificient. Their 
<outty is now directly administered by an Afghan official. 





Muneyan. 


. f district lies that of Murghab, which extends along 

pa a the Arata sivee from Darband-i-Kil Rekhta to the Russion 
hehe Maruchak. “In 1854, this tract had a mixed population of about 
aonb wnilies of Jamshedis, Kala Nao Mazaras and Firozkohis, but chiclly 
Samehcdis? but most of these Chahar Aime hee hae Hise Belts 

ir ow! out by the Afghans. AL pre: ab 

brane ee ee cticeably callicel and consists chietly of Ohh Ghil- 
eat oad ‘ihe ati Afgbans settled in the neighbourhood of Bala Murghab and 
en ra Phere is also a strong post (200 khasadars), mostly Logaris, int he 
tari ak for Bala Nurghab and Maruchak, though miserable Place ave 
tay importance; the former lies astride the main road from Herat to 
sol 
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i hile the Intter watches the road from Panjdeh. Dala Mur. 
pauls square mud fort, with round towers or bastions at the angles, stand. 
ing on a mound. It is itself commanded by the low hills to the cast, other. 
wise it would be a place of somo strength as the river encircles it on three 
sides and is about 60 yards wide, deep and strong. The troops ave quartered 
outside the fort ina number of domed huts irregularly disposed. ‘The usual 
garrison is a battalion of infantry, a battery of artillery and some cavalry. No 
bridges exist, though there are traccs of several old ones, and fords are now tho 
only means of communication. During the flood season, March, April, May, 
transit is altogether stopped. The valley of the Murghab is here about 2 miles 
wide, Hat and tolerably well cullivated, confined by low hills on either side, 
There aro absolutely no trees, and it would be very dificult to get wood for 
bridging ; even firewood is wanting. Grass is abundant in spring and summer, 
but the amount of supplies locally procurable is inconsiderable. From Bala 
Murghab to Maimana vid Kala Wali it is 91 miles, but the road from Karawal 
Khana, 11 miles down the Murghab valley, where the Kala Wali stream joina 
the Murghab, is perhapsa better one tofollow. The triangle Bala Murghab- 
Kala Wali-Maruchak is a very important one, as whoever holds it absolutely 
bars communication between Herat and Turkistan, or covers it, as the case may 
be. Moreover, any force hostile to the Russians in that position would immediate- 
ly threaten their Merv-Panjdch-Berat line of communications. Maruchak is one 
march below Karawal Khana, or altogether 25 miles below Bala Murghab. 
Maruchak has been a smal] walled town, dominated by a high citadel and sur- 
rounded by a wet ditch. he present fort occupies the sile of the ancient 
citadel. The defects of the position are that it is commanded by the hills of 
the chol 2,600 yards distant; that the outer enceinte is too extensive, requir- 
ing at least 3,000 men to defend it; and finally, that it only closes the right 
bank of the Murghab. Nevertheless it is a position of some value, espe- 
cially for purposes of observation. 


Kala Wali not ouly closes the routes from Bala Murghab and Karawal 
Khana to Maimana, but also the tracks leading from the chol into the Kaisar 
valley, as shown in the sketch map below. This subject is fully discussed 
in Vol. I1I of the A. B. C. Records, pages 279—266, to which reference 
for details is invited. 







inch ©3 2 Miles PDaclatabed 


s—- Mountainous 
Regian 


13 


iene Het hetween the Kushk and Murghab rivers may now 
y $ ‘ is Lract has two main axes or waleraheds, the one runnin 
north from the Baba range to Manzhan, and the ot! ar N i 
wost lo Kushk, and then bending north owarde Panjlelts thee te cave 
ielng wepaiated he Ue ma Ai ee Vanjdeh ; these two watersheds 
Ihave Slarelak: id Ded ue nie han Rud, As far north as the line 
netics ee Ae mn “Mie the whole constitutes a very hilly — tract. 

aniry, cavalry and camels can work across most of it without great difficulty, 
but olf the few main roads it would be barely practicable for wheeled (ransport 
or guns, The eastern of these twa bill systems is almost mountainous in 
ehar Towards the Dara-i-Bam on the east (he fall is very d 
previpivous. while westwards, towards i, the hills 
d istinctly stecp and the descents to the main valleys considerable, From where 
the Dara-i-Bam joins the Murghab to (he narrow rockebound gorge of the 
Darband-i-Jaokhor, the Murghab flows in a narrow defile. The Band-i- 
Jaokhor isa lateral ridge running from the Murghab to the Kashan Rud 
and may he deseril the northern shed of the Nala Nao basin. 
It isa very narrow ridge and presents to the novth a line of precipitous cliffs, 
with a grassy glacis deeply furrowed by ravines draining to the Manghan 
stream. North of this in a stretch of Jow undulating hills, diversified by a 
number of conical knolls or peaks, none of which however rise to nuy great 
heizht, is seen extending to the Murghab below Maruchak, ‘These hills abut 
on the Murghab and Kashan in steep crumbling clay bluffs. 










































The western system of bills as far west as Khwaja Kalandar has an 
elevation of 7,009 [eet to 5,000 feet; it then subsides into a tract of irregular 
broken clay hills, (he main axis of which runs north, separating the drainage of 
the Kashan Rud from that of the Kushk river, The principal drainage 
channels, such as the Kolari, are broad, flat, valleys, but quite waterless 
during the dry irregular lateral ridge, ubout 
3,000 [eet high thrown ont east and west, which abuts on the Kashan Rud at 
fTorsheikh and with the Rand-i-Jaokhor above mentioned forms the northern 
limit of the Kala Nao basin. The country north of the Band-i-Chingaruh is 
very similar to that north of the Band-i-Jaokhor right away to Panjdeh, but the 
features are ona larger scale, and except at one or two places the country is 
destitute of water except just after the spring rains. At that season, tha is, 
when rain water pools are to be depended on, these hills can be traversed in 
most directions by troops excepting of course wheeled artillery. About the 
latitude of Kala Maur the hills sink into hard wudulating plateag, which is 
erossed by the road from Kala Maur to Marv 5 is a steep ascent on 
to this plateau from the Kushk but others is road is passable by guns; 
but there is no water on it for 26 miles until the Kas i hed and even 
there, from July to December, it cannot be depended on, North of this road 
the downs rise again considerably to the flat table-topped eminence, called Take, 
above Panjdeh, which forms a prominent lendmark from all sides. 




































The Kushk valley consists like the Murghab valley, ofa series of small 
plains separated by defiles where, the hills close in on the river. Atk ra 
Tapa, the bighest point on the river within the Rassion frontier, the river in 
December is 2" to 9’ deep and about 12 yards wide. North of Chaman-i-Bed 
the Kushk, except in spring, rans underground for several miles. 





‘The hilly tract. just deseribed is crossed by several rods; the most import- 
ut appear to be :— 


(1) That from Naratu to Kala Nao, and thence to the Dara-i- Bam 
either by Kishlak Khwaja or by Maghor. 





e Hi i ja Mur 

2 Kushk by Kala Nao, Babulai and Manghan lo Bala Mur: 

a ernie is the thai Hevat-Turkistan road. Tu is easy and requ 
bat little improvement for guns, but is without water in the dry 
season for the greater part of the way. 


(3) From Babulai to Panjdeh by the Rud-i-Kashan. 
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vashk dow cushk Rud, a good easy road for guns 

(4) Bom Kushk down the Kushk qu Pa aioe fer en 
except fora short distance abova Nanak, where the river lows 
through a comparatively barrow gorge, and where, if the viver iy 

too high (o use the bed, the road is Coreed to cross a rocky promon- 


tory. ‘This is the best read to Panjdeh. 





(5) From Uanz-i-Khan to Robat-i-Kashan, This is an easy roa for 
anything but wheels, and there is a small supply of water at Chah- 
i-Nakash. From Itobat-i-Kashan good gun roads lead ina single 
march to Marachak or the Murghab valley. 


(6) The road from Kala Maur to Maruchak above referred to. 


‘orth of the hill region above desevibed and below Maruehak | on the 
isin eainioe the district of Panjdeb, which it will be useful to describe bere, 
although it is no part of Badghis. 


Panspen. 


Consists of Une valley of the Murghab from Maruchak down to about 
Hazrat Imam, also of so mach of the alflluent valleys of the Kushk and 
Kashan as lie north of the frontier line. ‘he district is inhabiled by Sarik 
Turkomans, who reside in and cultivate the valleys, but graze their flocks in the 
chol. There are no villages, as the Suiks dwell in 4ébithas and their camps aro 
constantly shifted. New Panjdeh and ‘Old Panjdeh' are merely (he sites of 
towns coeral with Merv. ‘Che valley of the Murghab is bounded by the steep 
but low hills of the chols on either side, ‘The river is deep, swift and generally 
impassable. Its fords are few and difficult. It isa marshy sort of river, with 
large reed beds. The land available for cultivation was in 1385 insufficient for 
the wants of the Sariks who inhabit the district, but they possess large flocks 
amounting to 300,000 head of sheep besides camels; and on theso and the 
carpet industry they make their living. 


The whole Sarik population is practically concentrated at Panjdeh and 
at Yolatan. ‘There are said to be about 7,000 families in the former place 
and 4,000 in the latter. Panjdeh really begins about 4 miles north of Maruchak, 
here the defile expands into a valley about 25 miles long and from 1 to 4 miles 
wide. North of the junction of the Kushk and the Murghab it closes in 
in, The Panjdeh valley is well irrigated by canals, the principal one of 
is led across the Kushk river by the old brick aqueduct known as the 
Khisli or Tash Kupruk, which played so notable a partin the fight at 
Panjdel. From here the canal is continued along the left or west bank of the 
Murghab as far as Yolatan, but it was cut of repair and disused in 1686, and 
may still be so. The Russians have established their civil station at ‘Takht-i- 
Bazar, but the troops are cantoned a march helow Ak Tapa. The Murghab 
near Panideh is a rapid river about 80 yards broad, In late semmer and 
autumn it may be forded, the best fords being at Hazargi Bazar and ata point 
about 50 yards south of the south-cast corner of New Panjdeh, while just 
below Ak Tapa is a deep and difficult ford, the last before Yolatan is 
reached. ; 








The elevation of the Sarik country varies from about 4,000’ to less than 
1,000’. The average elevation of Panjdeh may be taken at 1,100’, the Karabel 
plateau at 4,000° and the western chod ut 2,500°. 


The climate of Panjdeh is not. good. Nhe winter is raw, cold and disa- 
greeable, though snow does not lielong; the summer is long, hot and unhealthy, 
aud there is then a good deal of fever. The wheat harvest is early in June. 

The Sariks are rather a fine race, tall, strong and bony. ‘They are said to 
be better fighting men and braver than other'Turkomans. They are industrious 
and hard-working and live peaceably among themselves. They are all Suni 
Pa ree but by no means bigoted or strict in the practice of their 

‘aith. 

As regards Lransport, ihe camels of the Sariks 
«ross between the one-humped Bactrian and the Af 
possesa about 16,000, and that from 2,000 to 5, 


fre a very fine breed, a 
ghan. ‘Lhey are said to 
1900 would be available for hire. 
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Tue Cuon, 


ee ie Topanils (heehot, a short descriplion will not be ont af place here, The 
word chol signifies in Arabic a sandy desert, but the chad is not a sand desert 
in the usual sense of the term. It is rather a sandy undolating broken plain 
of which the soil nearly everywhere poss a cevtain consistence : 
sand being only found in a fi 0: 
deh. The whole of the chot is coy 
soil the Jess the er: but the more sand the more Dushes of tamarisk and 
soxanl. Thus there is always abundant Cucl and camel grazing in the ehol. 
There is a higher chol and lower chol, the former being represented by the 
Karabel plateau and its continuation west of the Murghab. Prom the north 
and west edges of the Karabel plateau descend a mass of ravines containing 
little streams of salt waler called siors, and this is all the surface water the chol 
produces, so that practically the chod is impassable for troops. 


The military situation as regavds Badghis may now be summed up. The 
nature of the chol restricts the advance of the Russians to two lines only, that 
from Sarakhs towards Zulfikar by the valley of the Tajand, and that from Merv 
to Panjdeh by the valley of the Murghab. As the Russians now hold these two 
lines throughout their length, Badghis is open to invasion at any moment, and 
practically no resistanee can be offered under present conditions. ‘Ihe country 
about Gulran is fairly easy, while eastwards, lowards Kushk and Kala Nao, it 
becomes more hilly and difficult ; it would therefore seem probable that the 















d with grass in spring. ‘The } 

















main line of advanee would he from Sarakhs by the Tajaud valley ; but this 
again is dependent on railway considerations, aud the Russians may find the 
Murghab line the better one for railway extension. 


The nature of the country and climate causes the spring or early summer 
to be the most favourahlo season for a Russian advance. During the rains at 
the end of winter the ground is too heavy for large movements. In the mid- 
dle of summer the heat is considerable and animals suffer greatly from flies 
while in the autumn not only would forage be searce, but water would be 
hardly obtainable. 

There is one other important military feature in this region. Tt is the 
strategical value of the trilateral Maruchak-Kala Wali-Bala Murghab, Who- 
ever holds that in commensurate force is master of the situation ; for a force in 
that position not only commands the communications between Herat and 
Turkistan, but forbids or covers, as the case may be, any advance from Panjdeh 
towards Herat. 
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CHAPTER IIT. 


FROM THE ERAT VALLEY TO BADGHIS AND THE 
VALLEY OF THE MURGIAR. 


The Herat valley is hounded on the north, al an average distunce of 25 or 
90 miles from the Hari Rud, by a range of which is in fact a prolonga- 
tion of the main or middle range of the Koh-i-Baba, These hills are them. 
selves spoken of as the Koh-i-Daba, though its western portion is known as the 
Siah Bubak, ; 

The rango is generally speaking a low and easy one. North-east of Herat 
the hills are of some height, the peaks rising [our or five thousand feet above 
the valley while the roads across this portion of the range are rough and some- 
what dillicult; but from a point almost due vorth of Merat, the Mills drop con- 
siderably, and the passes across them, instead of being over 7 010 nhove the sea, 
are from four to five thousanil feet; that is to say, less than 2,000" above the plain; 
while the portion known as the Siah Bubak may be described as a series of 
broken downs, the passes orer which, west of the Khumbao, are all under 3,000’, 
or less than 500’ above the valley of the Wari Kad. West of the Khumbao the 
range is split into two by the Chilyazi stream, and the two spurs thus [formed 
end abruptly in the Hari Rud after that river has taken its great bend lo the 
north. There is no route of any sortdown the valley of the Hari Rud which in 
this part of its course is an impassable defile, and consequently all communica- 
tion between the Herat valley and Badghis is restricted to the passes across the 
Siah Bubak. ‘Lhe hills on the Persian side of the {ari Rud are decidedly more 
difficult than those on the Afehan side, and therefore the easiest as well as the 
most direct route from Sarakhs to the Ierat valley is to be found across the 
Siah Bubak, ‘The passes over these hills naturally divide themselves into 
several groups. The most weslerly of these groups is that connecting the 
Kuhsan portion of the Ghorian district with Sarakhs through Zulikar. This 
group consists of :— 


THE PASSES LEADING 



























(1) The Nihalsteni. (3) The Karango. 
(2) ,, Sang Nawisht, (),, Chashtoa Surkak. 


Of these, the first three lead through Karez Elias, while the last goes through 
Kizil Bulak, (3) and (4) are practicable for Jaden camels in their pi 
dition, while (1), (3) and (4) could all bo made fit for wheeled artiller 
is of no mililary value, All four are practicable throughout the year, though 
liable to snow storms. The same general description applies to all these passes. 
‘The soil is clay mixed with sandstone and in wet weather or after snow the 
ground is very sticky and heavy. The general character of the ground en- 
countered in crossing hy any of these passes from south to north is firat an 
outer and almost detached ridge, like the Sawaliks, then an ascent through a 
series of parallel clay ov sandstone ridges, finally ending in a steep ascent up a 
ravine or broken searp to an open upland plain which ts suceeedcil by a gentle 
descent ending in an abrupt drop of two or three hundred fevt to the Chilgazi 
Rud. Crossing this, a gentle ascent up a shallow open ravine leads to the crest 
of the second or northern ridge, which is a narrow serrated line of jagged sand- 
stone crags; then comes a sharp descent of a few hundred yards, followed by 
an easy fall to the foot of the perpendicular scarps of the chol on the northern 
side of the Karez Elias, 


The next group of passes is that conneeling Kuhsan oud Ghorian with 





(2) 












Gulran. This group includes :— 
(1) The Khumbao. (1) The Ao Mazar. 
@) 4. Robati-Surkh. (5), Ao Safed or Padagi. 
(3) 5, Aeia Badak. (6), Chashma Sabz. 


All these passes except (6) cross the hills about 3,500 above the sea; that is 
to sny, the hills hereabouts are nothing more than low downs rising 600’ or 
60 above the plain; al the Chashma Sabz p however, the rise increases lo 
1,700’. None of the passes are closed in the win! r, though suow lies for a month 
or two, ard snow storms may block a road fora few days. In erossing the Ao 






© In fect the Nibalsheni is oy now in dry weather; eidr. A, D.C., Becotds Vol, Il, page 482, 
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Safed on the 4th April 

‘ ¢ 4th April, the head-quarters of 

in fora tercible snow storm, whiel caused hed er eons 

xv and 262 Vol.I, A. B.C. Recavils.") ‘The coil } 

iu euterns: fieeyies epneequently alter snow or rain the 

heavy. a ‘se pisses lend themselves to defence, c 

an old days. rided over them at will. (1) and (2) pg ale 

ml el ta it be ensily made practieahje for guns. They would h ont on 

aa ps moving het ween Kuhsan and Gulran. (3) is amere foot rath al 

Oa re Di se8 connecting Ghorian with Gulran; both are easy chai ne and 
oe ns ; dry weather could them in their present state. (6) ‘th al 

P ‘able for camels and the mw ivect route to Gulran is so much ‘bigher 
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The third group consists of the pass ing i 

! 8 : es leading ghi 

and includes the best route to Pangdeh; the ieee wanmueton — _ 
(1) The Darakht-i-Tut, 3) The , 
(2) Sang Kotal. ne Me sae: 


(5) The Kush Robat—Sang-i-Robat and Ardewan. 


Of these (1) is uscless from a military point of view. (2) w 

Movement on Gulran from Herat, ay it can be delta ta rad pan es 
is an alternative road to (2), but it is only a pack road. (4) and (5) are the 
hest routes to Kara Tapa and Panjdeh, the former route being a little longer, 
but practicable for artillery even in its present condition. These roads, may 
- regarded . ts mnoet aerporlant lines of communteaton between Herat and 

urkistan. In this group the passes vary from 4,600‘ 1o 5,100’ i 

may be said to be about 500" Tove the plaia. oe vane eeer 


The most easterly group of passes is that leading from H t 
Murghab, through Kushk and Kala Nao. It consists of :— sialic 


(1) The Baba, (4) The Banush Dara. 
(2) ,, Golah. (5) » Sbutar Mnrda. 
(83) 4, Dulauta, @) 4 Zarmust. 


(1) The Rab-i-Kabuti. 


These passes are a)! over 7,000’ and are closed by snow for two or three 
months in the ycar. (7) is only a foot path, while (2) (3) (4) and (5) are really 
only fit for ‘mule and horse traffic. (1) is considered the shortest road to 
Afghan Turkistan, but is by no means so good as the Batun and Ardewan 
passes, and in fact is difficult even for camels. (6) is considered the main 
route to Kala Nao, and guns can be got over by means of drag ropes. Itis in 
fact the only route of real military importance in the group. 


The general conclusion to Le drawn [rou a study of the passes across the 
Koh-i-Baba from Herat, is that the range is no real obstacle to an enemy 
from the north, and that it does not lend itself to defence, as apart from the 
tactical unsuitability of the passes for defence, there is the strategical ob- 
jection that any pass is liable to be turned by others in its neighbourhood. 
‘Morcorer, even if the range formed in it Jf an admirable barrier, it is still ex- 
posed (o the disadvantage that it can easily be turned altogether by aa ad. 
yanee in foree from the Mashhad direction, in which ease al) efforts directed 
to the defences of the passes would have been’ thrown away, On the whole 
the conviction must force itself on the mind that fora numerically inferior 
force, the defence of the Llerat valley is a task* presenting the most serious 
difficulties. 

Yor convenience of reference, a short abstract of the informalion obtained 
by the Afghan Boundary Commission regarding the passes is given below. 

The Nihalsheni pass.—This is the most westerly of the passes leading 
from Kuhsan to Badghis and Sarakhs, and is the best and most divect road 
from Kaman-i-Bihisht (o Karez Elias. It enters the hills about 6 miles 
north of the former place and about 1} mites cast of the Hari Rud. The dia 
tance from this point to Karez Elias is abovt 23} miles; thence to the Hari 






18 


road. The British Commission marched 


ee ‘ d 
Rud, it is about 8 miles bye ge {he Afghans had then made a good rond 


by this pass in November 1983. 
practicable for guns throughout, 

“stated, (he Sink Bubak at its western end is broken up into 
two A ial course of the Chilgazi, so that the road first. crosses 
the ‘Takht-d-Khurd Kotal (2,600'), then drops 1,000’ to the Chilgazi Rud, as- 
cends to the Nihalsheni Kotal (2,795), and finally deseends to Karez Elias 
(1,575'). The Chilgazi Rud is usually dry, but water is obtainable on this 
route at about the 10(b mile. 

Al Karez Elias there is a fair enmping ground. Thence to Zulfikar, it 
is 123 miles by a good casy road practicable for all arms. From Zulfikar 
therv are two roads to Sarakhs, one by the left bank of the Hari Rud through 
Persian territory (76 miles), the other a cart road along the right bank, recent- 
ly constructed by the Russians (75 miles), Thus from Kuhsan to Sarakhs by 
this route, {he total distance may be taken as about 150 miles, 


References, 
(1) Captain Penooeke's report on tho Nihalsheni pavs, pago 431, Vol. LI, Recorde of Intelligence 
Party, Afghan Doandary Commiesion, 
(2) Routes 1X and XILI, Afghan Voundary Commission Routes, Herat series. 


Sang Nawisht and Karango passes,—These two passes, which are branches 
of one and tho same pass, lead from Kuhsan through Kaman.i.Bihisht to 
Karez Elias and thence to Zulfkar; the western brancb is known as the 
Sang-i-Nawisht; the eastern as the Karango. The former is almost useless for 
military purposes, while the latter could be rendered practicable for field 
guns, and is even now passable with ense by laden camels except at one 
place. Like the Nihalsheni both these routes cross two distinct ranges as 
well as the deep ravine of the Chilgazi. The Karango Kotal is 2,925’ above 
the sea, so somewhat higher than the Nihalsheni pass. 


Refercnees 


(1) Captain Penencke's reporl at page 498, Vol. IT, Records of tbo Ialelligonce Parly, Afishan Doundary 
Com Th. 


(2) Route No. X, Afghan Doundary Commission Routes, Herat series, 





The Chashma Surkak pags.—This pass lying between the Karango and 
Ebumbao passes, leads from Kuhsan to Kizil Bulak in Badghis. It is, except 
at one point, an oxcellent camel road; and though tbe direct road is in its pre- 
sent state impracticable for guns, still by a slight detour ficld guns could easily 
be taken across the hills from the head of the Chilgazi Rud to Chah Yalki. 
Like the passes to the westward, the Chashma Surknk crosses two ridges and 
the intervening valley of the Chilgazi, but as it crosses the latter near its head, 
there is not the sume abrupt drop which characterizes the western pnsscs. 
The first kofal is 2,760’ above sea, while the Chilgazi Rud is crossed at 2,130’. 
‘The rud is here open and its surface comparatively smooth ; down its course 
a good track, practicable for field guns, runs to the Nikalsheni road. The as- 
cent from the Chilgazi to the second kolal is about ,600% ‘The ascent and 
descent of the second or northern ridge is the only real ditfcully on this road, 
and 3 or 4 days’ work by a company of sappers would render it it for guns. 


References, 


(1) Captain Peacocke’s report at page 438, Vul. WT, Afghan Doundary Cummission Records. 
(2) Route No, NI, Afghan Houadarg Commission Routes, Herat eeries, 





the Khumbeo pass.—This is one of the most important and easiest passes 
over ihe range separating {he Ghorian district from Badghis. ie old main 
road from Sarakhs to Kuhsan efé Gulran appears to have led over it, At pre- 
sent the route is an excellent camel road, and could, without difficulty, be made 
a_gun road, as the soil is easy to work. ‘I'he route crosses the hills east of the 
bifurcation caused by the Chilgazi, and consequently there is only one hotal 
to cross, and this is estimated at 3,470" above the sea. The length of the pass, 
that is, the portion where (roops would be restricted to the road, is about 12 
miles. The pass does not lend itself to defence except at the kofat. The soil 
throughout is soft clay intermixed with sandstone rocks. It would be heavy 
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in wet weather or after th i 
itis about 61 miles, A"& Of Su0W. From Kuhsan to Chah Yalkl 


References, 
ond at v 
iol Sp Nol Tl, Afghan Donndary Commission Deconls, and 
0. XIT, Afghan Daondory Commision Rontes, Heral serice, 


The _ Robati-Surkh pase.—Thix pass also 

in Badghis. It lies about 3 miles oakane orien rt lage ite en 
higher than the latter, and the gradients on the south slope are somewhat 
steeper. Nevertheless it is short and easy, and may be pronounced practicable 
for even siege guns in dry weather, as far as any unmade road can be consi- 
dered so. _ In old days it is said to have been the caravan roule between Persia 
and Panjdeh and thence to Merv. It is even now an axcellent camel rond, 

anda few hours’ work would make it a good gun road in dry weather; but 
the soil ia light and would he heavy after rain or snow. The otal is 3, 900" 
above the sea, and the distance from Galachalt to Gulran is less than 29 miles. 






(1) Report by Captain 
repord by Gap 
(2) Route N 


References. 


(ly Repart ly Captain Maitland at page 449 and report by Cuptai 5 
‘Afghan Douedary Conmnisim Tesora P's OS C4Ptain Reseocke al page 431 of Vol. TUL, 


(2) Noule No, XIA, Afghen Boundary Commission Routes, Herat aeries, 


The Asia Badak pase.—Vhis is little better than a footpath, but is said to 
bo practicable for horses. It lies about 3} miles east. of the Robat-i-Surkb pass, 


aad is of little use except as a path flanking the latler on its right. 





Reference. 
Page £55, Vol. II, Afgban Boundary Commission Reconts. 


The do Mazar pase.—A path leading to Gulran from Ao Mazar and 
erossing the Sinh Bubak a few miles north of the Ao Safed route. It is an 
extremely casy route practicable even for artillery. The ascent is for 3 miles 
over grasay downs, while the descent on tho north side is evon ensier than that 
from the Ao Safed. The distance from Ao Mazar to Gulrau is about 15 
miles, The drawback to this route is the want of water. At Ao Mazar from 
July to Decamber none can be counted on. 


References. 
(1) Page 450, VoL TT, Afghan Doundars Commissiun Records. 

* @) Route No, XVI, Afghan Boundary Commission Routes, Herat series. 

The Ao Safed or Padagi pass—tThis pass leads from the Ghorian district 

to Gulran, and is one of the easiest of the passes through these hills. It is 

only 7 miles long, and for half that distance can scarcely be called a pass as it 

erosses opeu upland slopes. In its present condition it is passable for light 

carts in dry weather, anda few hours’ work would make it ft for guns. The 

soil is a soft red clay which becomes very heavy after rain. cater is aoe 

the pass in dry weather, and except in the wiuter season there is practica: 

aa rite between Chashma Sabz and Gulran (23 miles). Chashma Sabz (3,150) 

is 31 miles from the Hari Rud at Rozanak. ‘The road to it is open and easy, 

and so far there is plenty of water. There are two kotals to be crossed, the 

first 3,550’ above the sea, the second 3,850’ so that the total rise is only 700’. 
‘The pass is not one tbat lends itsel€ to defence. 





References. 
(11 Captain Peneneko's reporl, page $57, Vol. LIT, Afghan Boundary Commission Records. 

(2) Runte No. XLV, Afghan Noundary Commission Routes, Herat series. : 
ing from the Ghorian 

The Chashma Sabz pass.—One of the passes leading a j 
district 10 Gulran; it offers the most direct route Frora Ghorian to oa 
‘Phe Chashmn Sabz spring is about 2t miles from the tact Bet one from fs 
i , Gulran it is about 26 miles. ‘The crest is reache + ; 
Svan seer 7 about 1,700’ above Chashma Subz. The route lies for 
i ‘Lover soft soil and after wet would be very heavy. The road is never 


the mosh Dak ov hough it lies on the ground for nearly two months. It is on 


blocked by snow, t 
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i i d with the Ao Safed, 
whole a very fair came) road, bul. is not to be compare: a 
oa it would bea work vf some tronble to make it fit for guns. 


Reference. 


Caplain Moitland’s report al page 459 of Vol. UL, Afghan Doundars Comtnisnion Recorda. 


The Dorakht-i-Tut passz—A very dificult pass and but liltle used except 
by the nomads. It is useless for mililary purposes except for messengers, 
reconnoitring partics, &e. The allitude of the kofal is 4,980". It is sitnated 
7 miles west of the Sang Kotal. 


Reference. 
Captain Peacocke's reporl at page 464, Vol. ITE, Afghan Boundary Commission Recorde. 


The Sang Kolal pass.—This is the most direct rond from Herat to 
Gulran, ‘The pass is barely 3 miles long, and thesummit is only 4,670’. It is 
an excellent gun road except for the first half mile of the descent on the north 
side, where it is very stecp and stony. ‘There are no water difficulties. From 
Herat to Gulran by this route it is about 69 miles or 5 longish marches, while 
to Sarakhs it is 190 miles through Zullikar. 


References. 
(1) Captain Peacocke's report, page 465, Vol, I11. Afghan Doundary Commission Reaorde. 
(2) Route No. SIU. Afghan Boundary Commission Routes, Herat series. 


The Afzal pass.—This may be regarded as an alternative to the Sang 
Kotal route, and as on that route, the descent on the north side is very steep 
and bad, though a moderate amount of labour would make it a fair pack road. 
The crest is 4,750’ above the sea. 


References. 
(2) Captain Maitlsnd’s report, page 467, Vol. IIL, Afghan Boundary Commission Records. 
(2) Roule No. KVIL, Afghan Houndaty Cowmicsion Ronles, Ieret series. 


The Batun or Botan pass.—This is one of the easiest passes leading from 
Horat io Badghis, and its position renders it one of great importance. It is quite 
fit for wheeled Lraffic, though doubtless it could be much improved in places. 
The only serious objection to this road is its liability to become impassable in 
wet weather, but this applies to all these passes. The sofal is 4,010' or nearly, 
1,500’ above Herat, from which it is distant about 39 miles. From Herat to 
Kara Tapa, the nearest post on the Russian frontier, it is 79 miles or 7 marches. 

References. 


{1) Captain Moitland’s report, at page d70, Vel. IIT, Afghan Boundary Commission Records. 
(2) Route No, XVII, Afzlan Boundary Commi 








iu Routes, eral series. 


The Sang-i-Robat and Ardewan passes.—'These passes lic 5 miles east of 
the Batun, and though perhaps not quite so easy are more generally used as be~ 
ing the shortest routes from Herat to Badghis. Both may be considered gun 
roads, but guns would have to be dragged by hand in several places. An 
Afghan battery crossed Ihe Ardewan Kotal in the spring of 1884, thongh no- 
thing had been done to improve the road. By the Sang-i-Robat route Kara 
Tapa is about 71 miles from Herat, and Panjdeh about 134 miles or 12 marches. 

Kush Robat (4,150') is an excellent camping ground, 25 miles from 
Herat; not only ix there ample space, but water, fuel, and camel grazing are abun- 
dant. ‘I'wo miles beyond this the pass bifurcaies ; the left branch goes direct 
to Kara ‘Tapa oi Sang-i-Rohat, while the right leads by the Ardewan Kotal to 
Kushk. = Yhe former crosses the watershed 4 miles from Kush Robat at 
4,850’. The latter rises to 5,150’. These two passes are offen collectively spoken 
of as the Kush Robat, the name of their common starting poiut. It would prac- 
tically be impossible to defend these passes, and except in wet weather tne 
form no obstacle. ‘ 


References. - 
(1) Captain Maitland’s reports at paze 476, Vol. TI], Afghan Toundars Commission Recwrde, 
(2) Routes XIX and XIXA, Afzhan Boundary Counmiasion Roulea, Jerat series. 
The Baba pess.—This leads from Herat to Kushk, and thence through Kala 


Nao to Bala Murghab. It is the shortest road between Herat and Afghan Tur- 
kistan, but itis by no mcane the best, the Kush Robat and Batun passes being 
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far better in every respect, The Baba 
of which, the castern one, hy the Dara; 


Kh 
one ever used by The road is diffe a 
steep, rocky and rough. ‘The erest of eas for sgnels, being in places 
pass is nearly always closed by snow betivcen Christmas and Feb nae nade 
mie’ the water in the ‘Tahak ravine sometimes renders the outa iat oat in 
Mis pass is susceptible of defence in conjunction with the Golabs pee 


Refevences, 
Q) Captain Maitiand's report at payo 43, Vol. 
(2) Captuio Pescugke’s repurt at page 488, 
(3) Moute No. XX, Afghan Boundary Camiaission Routes, Herat series 


The Golah pass.—'Vhis pass leads from Herat to Kala Nao b: j 

Jir ravine. It crosses the main range at 7,970' xo that it ie tall 00 biphee 
than the Baba Kotal than which it ‘is eonsidered to be moro difficult. On the 
other hand it is somewhat shorter, and therefore preferred by the Kushk people. 
The descent on the north side is certaiuly better than that from the Babs 
Kota]. The pass is perfectly practicable for cavalry and even mountain guns, but 
snow aud wet would render it uscless for camels till March. It is 92 miles from 
Herat to Kala Nao by this route, 








has {sro entrane i 
ro ‘ances on the south side, 
‘aja Jiris far the hest, andia the only 











JI], Afghee Doundary Commission Records, 
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(1) Captain Maitland’s report, page 409, Vol. TUL, Records of the Afghan Doundary Commission. 
(2) Routes TXL and XXII. Afylan Doundary Commission Boules, Herat peries. 
The Datantu puss, the Banush Dura pass, and the Shutar Murda pass.— 

All three passes are more or less dillicult. ‘hey lead from the Karokh valley 
north-east of Lerat to the Dara Zawal and thence over the Uand-i-Babs range 
to Kushk or Kala Nao through Khwaja Kalondar. The most westerly of the 
three routes, which are however only a lew miles apart, is the Dalantu, said to ba 
acamel read. The Banush Dara is more difficult, but is practicable for laden 
mules. The Shutar Murda is used by horsemen, but never for camels, but practi- 
cally speaking these three routes are mere sheep tracks. 


References, 





Tnitland's report, page 495, Fol 11], Afghan Doundary Commission Records, 
XAY, Afghan Boundary Commission Routes, Morat caries. 


(1) Captai 
(2) Route No. 3 





The Zarimust pass.—Leads from the upper end of the Karokh valley to 
Noratu and thence to Kala Naoand the Firozkohi country, or through Kala Nao 
to Bala Murghab. It is much travelled and is of considerable importance as it 
is considered the main route to Kala Nao and Maimana. There are two 
kotals to be crossed by this roule, namely, the Zarmanst and the Kashka; the 
first (7,700‘) over the main range, the second (6,910°) overa spur running 
north-west, which is separated from the main range by the Tagao Robat valley 
down which is a road to Kushk. Snow lies on the passes for about 5 months, 
and the road is generally closed during: January, February und March. ate 
Zarmust route is very steep in places, but it is practicable for all baggage enim) ay 
and with drag ropes guns could be got over, Heavily laden camels wou! a 
the road dificalt, From Herat to Kala Nao itis 61 miles and to Bals Mur- 


glab 142 miles, or 12 stages. 





References. 
(1) Captain SMuitland’s report at prge 497, Vol IL, Afghan Boundary Commission Records. 
2) Captain Pencovke’s reparl at page S04 ; 
° outs No. XXILL, Afghon Boundary Commission Rontes, Herat serien 
i i i he eastern end of the Karokh 
Rah-i-Kabuti pass.--This leads from ¢] , th d 
suiiee Kala Nao. At the poiut where it crosses the main runge, ae noting 
beller than a dillicult and dangerous footpath. 1t bas not been explored. 


Reference. 
Ceptain Pescocke's report, page B04, Vol 11T, Algben Boundery Commission Records. 
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CHAPTER Iv. 
THE WERAT VALLEY AND CITY. 


The Tloral valley may be enid to consist of Herat city, the adjacent district 
ao called, and the M’ilayats of Ghorian on the west and Karokh on the north. 
east, though the latter is not part of the main valley. The Herat valley is by 
far the mosl. populous, fertile and important part of the whole province, and is 
strategically speaking one of the most remarkable posilions in Asia, It is 
watered hy the Mari Rud which, traversing it. from cast 10 west, turns north and 
becomes the western boundary of Afghanistan in this direction. The Hari Rud 
in this part of ils course has oaly one considerable aMuent, the streom which 
drains Karokh and which rises in the Band-i-Baba, some 20 miles east of the 
Zarmust puss (efde Chapter ILI). At this point a very lofiy spur called Dawandar 
is thrown out sonth-west towards the Hari Rud, and this forms the 
southern watershed of Karokh which lies in the fork or angle thus formed 
between the Band-i-Baba and the Dawandar spur. It will be convenient to 
describe Karokh here before proceeding to describe the main yalley. 


Kanoga. 


This district is onc of the Chahar Wilayat of Herat, that is, one of its four 
outlying districts. It extends as far west down stream as the Kaeha Sangi 
defile. “The total length of the valley is thus about. 53 miles. The river runs 
for the most part along the south side of the valley in a deep narrow trough 
close undet the Davwandar ridge as far as Naorozabad; where on the 
north side it opens out, the ground rising in a series of steps and upland 
slopes to the foot of the spurs from the Band-i-Baba. The soil is fertile, 
but only the Jower terraces and the neighbourhood of the river are cul- 
tivated. The rud ilself is quarter to half a mile wide, with a alrong stream 
flowing down a broad gravelly bed bordered by an alluvial margin of cultiva- 
tion, and good grazing meadow land. The valley is very thinly populated, and 
the few villages that exist lie along the river. ‘The hills bordering the valley 
are quite bare, and trees are only scen at the villages, Machkanduk and 
Karokh are the two centres of population. 

The former is a large village, about half a mile north of the river; here 
there are several small forts and a fair amount of cultivation. Karokh is 
larger and consists of a group of 8 or 1¢ villages and hamlets, with a large fort, 
which is the residence of the Governor. ‘I'he villages are surrounded by 
orchards and walled fields. The fort is of the usual Afghan type and is not 
a formidable structure (altitude 3,840’). The population of the Karokh district 
was estimated in 1885 at 4,000 families, of whom half were Jamshedis, the 
remainder ‘Injiks, Hazaras, &c., and a considerable number of Afghan nomads, 
mostly Obch Ghilzais, Sheep are plentiful in Karokh and a certain limited 
number of camels are procurable (say 250); about 1,000 sharwars of wheat 
and barley might also be obtained from the district, 

16 miles above Karokh are Naorozabad and Khyaja Chahar Shamba, 
which are the highest villages in the valley. Beyond thom the valley is narrow 
and uncultivated. 

The chief, indeed the only importance of the Karokh district lies in the 
fact that through it lies the road from Merat by the Zarmust Kotal to Kala 
Nao, which is considered the most direct route to Msimana. 

The distance from Herat to Kala Nao by this road is 80 miles (vide Route 
ST ae s oe ne tke Zarmust, there are two or three other passes 

eading from Karokh over the Band-i-Baba, but they i 
Chapter 111). y are all very bad (vide 
‘There are four roads leading from the [erat valley into Karokh, viz.:— 
(1) By the Dahau-i-Sabzwari, a difficult road for Jaden camels. 
(2) By Malimab, used by laden camels, but difficult, 


(3) Dy. te Sarmak easy for baggage animals, Lut impractica!'e for 









(4) By the Khwaja Gagar gap and wy 
‘There are also four ronds over the Daw: 

(1) The Karambao road, bad ; 

(2) The Shorgivd, practicable for laden camels ; 

(3) The Siah Chubak, impracticable for camels ; 

(4) ‘The Ehinjak Alamdar, a good road which leads to Marwa, 


None of these, however, are of any militar importance, and 
} . , y a ee, the Zormust 
Kotal route is the only one worth studying. Te must be remembered that from 
Christmas to the end of Mare this route is usually closed by snow, and prac- 
tially it would only be used duriag summer and outumu. 


p the Karokh river; ensy road. 
‘andar range from Obeb, viz. ;— 


Toe Herar vatrer, 


The Terat valley has a varying width. Below Obeh it commences 
to widen out, and at Tunian is gome 1-4 miles broad. It continues of this 
same average width to the city, west of which it is joined hy the Pabra valley 
and its breadth may then bo estimated at about 20 miles. Abreast of Kala 
Yadgar, it is contracted to a width of 5 miles by the Kaltar Khan pro- 
montory, but again rapidly opens out to some @ miles at Ziudajan, to the 
west of which it is joined by the Ghorian plain. ‘The plain of the valley is 
perfectly level, and, though more or less covered with villages and orchards, 
is altogether destitute of large trees. ‘he valley north of Herat is hounded by 
the minor hills known as Gazargah, Kamar Kaleb, Koh Mulla Khoja and 
Koh-i-Shahr Andak, some dozen miles behind which rises the lofty ridge of the 
‘Band-i-Baba terminating westward in the Koh-i-Ardewan. From this point 
the main range sinks into comparatively low hills of soft outline and trends 
uway in a curve to the north-west. The Kamar Kalagh hills are about 16 miles 
west of the cily and are replaced by a low plateau or dasht known as the 
Daman-i-Reg which abuts on the north side of the Hari Rud in low sandy 
cliffs and gradually sinks into the rud where the latter bends northwards. 


Along cach side of the valley, at the foot of the hills or higher ground, 
lies a strip of open gravelly daman shelving down to the level cultivation that 
borders both banks of the river. The breadth of this daman varies from } 
1o 4 miles, while the width of the irrigated land varies correspondingly. At 
Yunian it is about 7 miles, around Herat from 9 to 12 miles, at Sangbast only 
8 miles, at Zindajan 6 miles and at Ghorian 7 miles. Large portions of level 
area are occupied by riverside chamane and of the remainder of the cultivable 
ground quite two-thirds lie fallow every year. The minor range of hills north 
of the valley rise to an average height of about 1,000° above it, and forms a 
distinct obstacle to movement on that side. It is, however, pierced by numer. 
ous gaps which give access Lo Lhe open dasht on the north, The principal of 
these gaps are [he Shalir Andak, the Sang Kotal, the Kamar Kalagh and the 
Khwaja Gazar; the rest are only used by individual horsemen or woodcutters. 
ho first leads to the Dasht-i-Hamdamao and thence to the Chashma Sabz pass. 
Good roads also lead from it to the Ardewan and the passes west of that as far 
asthe Sang Kotal. Through the Shabr Andak gap flows the Sinjao stream, 
which always contains water as high up as Kush Robat. It flows out across 
the plain Detween the villages of Mamizak and Shekiwan over a broad gravelly 
bed, and its water ia the dry season is intercepted by the Sangbast-Mamwizak 


canal. i ; 

ass, that of the Sang Kotal, which must not be confounded with 

the gang taal over the main range, is a good road fit for guns, ah eae in 

niuch the same dircction and to the same passes as the Shahr-An lak. 7 7 

important as it turns any position which might be taken up at or abou 
Sanabast to cover the west end of the valley. 

“The Kamar Kalagh gap gives 2 good easy road for guns and troops and 

: ‘the city to Parwana aud thence to the same group of 


is the main road a Kini Gazar is a good road leading eilber to 


into Badghis. : 
Karekb and the Zarmust Kotal or to the Baba Kotal vid Palezkar. 
The eutire plain surrounding Herat is closely studded with villages, espe: 
cially on the south, cast and west. These villages are aso rule larg: 
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i a dorchards, With them 
i ing large areas with walled garde ns and vith 
merase ne one rueas of old forts and villages. The wholo of ie cents par : 
of the Fain is closely cultivated and well irrigated. One pecu ie calure:o 
the villages near Dlerat is that in many places the roads i tuune nade the 
‘ re bieh cnough to ride through os @ rule and \ 
Nee eet ara Ronbpert cover to the ‘troops besieging Ne city. pans 
walls of the villages and orchards i souerelly 8 ts 12 leet Ve sole ine 
i thing to Lhe ©: i a 
neighbourhood of Herat presents nothing me saa a racial 
f trees showing over them. ‘Lhe houses 
tow ead hovels connected by a puzzling labyrinth of narrow lanes. A few of 
the villages arc, however, squire mud Sortlets, 


be north side of tho plain, as alroady stated, is closed by a low range of 
hills. To the south the Fiala is bounded by the open gravelly cane 
which skirts the hills on that side, namely, the Doshakh, the Band-i-Madira on 
the Sangu Siah, while to the east the valley is closed in hy the lofty Koh-i- 
Dawandar and its spurs. All these hills are bare aud rocky, destitute of trees 
and rerdure. : 

The city lies about two miles norLh of the Hari Rud, which here, except 
when in (lool, is a shallow gravelly stream in three channels, each a few yards 
wide and about 2 fect deep, It was formerly crossed by the Pal-j-Malan, but 
this bridge is now broken and use . ‘The plain is well irrigated by sarezes 
and canals, here called juis, somo of which are considerable obstacles. The 
Karobar Nala, for instance, when in fool, is 30’ wideand U’ deep with steep clay 
banks, As the city is approached, the villages become Jarger and more numerous, 
and finally fora an almost continnous belt of walls and gardens on the north, 
west, and south side of the city, but on the cast side the ground is much more open 
and the villages further apart. 'Thore is a fairly elear zone all round the city 
about 703 yards wile, a point of considerable importance as regards the 
defence. 

As regards communication on the north side of the Herat vailey, the 
ain road runs along the open gravel dawan skirting the cultivation. It is 
gool inall weathers, and by it troops or guns could move on a broad front. 
All the others run through the cultivated traet, which is closely intersected by 
water chopnels and where the narrow Jancs would often restrict movement to 
single Hile, besides which in wet weather they would be very difficult. ‘there 
is one road, however, which passes for the most part over the open grass 
chamans along the right bank of the river, and this in dry weather would pro- 
bably be the next best road for guns after thal by the daman, ‘These chamans, 
when dry, form splendid cucamping grounds and in spring give good grazing. 








The possibility of defending or covering Herat by means of a ficld army 
is, of course, a point of considerable importance ; but though there aro positions 
which lend themselves to a defeusive action, they are not such as could be held 
by an Afghan army against regular troops, and are perhaps more likely to be 
made uae of hy o Russian army covering erat, than by an Alghan or even 
British foree defending it. It is as well, however, to glance at the subject. 


On the southern side of the Herat valley the line between cultivation and 
barren country is very sharply defined, and tho front facing south is an almost 
‘continuous line of wall, the outcr edge of the orchards, vineyards and gardens 
which extend from Siahwashan on the east to Ziaratgah, G or 7 miles west of 
Rozabagh, so that the total front thus covered may be taken at 10 miles. A 
force marching from Sabawar by Wauz-i-Mir Daud Would have to attack this 
line across a perfectly open plain, about 4 miles wide, absolutely devoid of cover, 
whilo the front towards Parah is almost equally formidable to attack, though 
strategically more dangerous to defend ; for if the attack were successful in this 
direction, troops at Rozahagh and eastward might find their line of retreat on 
Herat intercepted. Within the outer line of walla (ho enclosures are not ao dense 
and with management free communications everywhere along the position 
might be arranged, for the orchards and enclosures are only about a mile deep, 
and beyond there ie tolerably open cultivated ground to the river at Pul-i- 
Malan near which ave a few more Villagea, It may he voted that a canal runy 
all along the outer edge of the enclosures, whioh adds greatly to the dilliculties 
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altending an attack. ‘This position misht he utili i 
against atlack from the south, ag such an locke ve fee ners 

aratively small force. , Coule De contained bya com 

On the west Sanghast see 
Sash seems to olor the best positi ‘i 
from an enemy advimeing either from Ghorian or Wada He covering Tat 
of te a eee and vl the one about 200 yards ironies riy , the 
other about 700 vards north, rround in front, though ivat is: 
Senet . sh cultivated, is fla 
and open, but he irvigation channels Tender it very dilfeull to rig an 
appears quite thle to entrench a position here which would fairly well cover 
Herat against an enemy adva ing from the west, 
On the north side of Hera the best position for a field army wonld be at 

Parwana,_ north of the Kamar Kaligh ap throngh the range of ‘hills of that 
nome. This position lies along & low ridge pieveed by the Parwana and Deh 
Sheikh Nalax, and as an artillery position it is first class The flanks are strong 
and well delined. The position could be held by a division and the soil is 
suitable for field works (vide pages 164-65, Vol. IIT, A. B.C. Rec rds), ‘This 
position closes the Ardewan pags route and adjoining roads, but it is of course 
liable te be turned by the Baba Pass route ou the cast. 






ATES, 

























Suanriray, 


This distriet was formerly one of the nine duluks which constituted the 
Tlerat district, but is now under a separate Hakim. It lies eatirely south of 
the Lari Rud, between that river and the range bounding the valley on its 
soulhern side. The district extends from the Dahan-i-Doab. as the mouth of 
the Tagao Ishlan is called, for about 24 miles down (he Hari Rud valley. It 
contains about £0 villages and could doubtless give a considerable quantity of 
aupplies. The population in 1885 was estimated at 6,500 families, of which 
nearly two-thirds wore Heratis, (he rest being Afghans. Shahfilan may be 
considered as distinctly part of the Murat valley. 


Guontay. 


We now come to the most westerly district of Herat. On the south bank 
of the Hari Rud the district commences at the Kaftar Khan ridge which 
divides it from what may properly be called (he Herat valley. On the north 
hank Mamizak and Shekhiwan are included in Ghorian,” ‘The north boundary 
ja the Sia Bubnk, but the district extends down the right bank of the Hari 
Rud as far as Zulfikar. 

The principal places in the district are Ghorian, Zindajan, Shekhiwan, 
Mamizak, Barnabad, Bhahdch, Rozanak and Kuhsan. There are altogether 
some 19 villages, or groups of villages, containing in all about 5,0v0 families, 
nearly all being ‘Lajiks. 

The character of the Herat valley changes west of the Kaftar Khan ridge; 
instead of a broad Certile plain, ihe cultivated portion is limited to a breadth of 
1 or 2 miles on each bank, ‘This eult, ‘ated portion is much cut up by waters 
courses and is generally difficult for the movement of troops. North and 
south of the actual bed of the valley and under the hills on cither side lie 
open sloping dash{s of variable width covered with grass and camel-thorn, and 
aig these run good roads. ‘That. on the right bank leads vid Kubsan to Mash. 
had that on the lett bank ef@ Ghorian to Khaf. Tho villages, as the valley is 
descended, become fewer and further between, they ave mostly open and 

‘ageling with large walled enclosures, ‘The Mari Rud, in the dry season, is 
was “almost anywhere, being a succession of stony shallows a foot or 
Aaa A a fvom 30 to 80 yards wide. 'The banks ave low and casy. In the (ood 
oe ‘Qlarch till end of June) it is impassable by troops. A few miles 


7 Kulsan, instead of easy slopes, the valley is hemmed in 
belee Fea eRe pacipllas hills, while the actual bed of the river is 
by od with tamavisk jungle. This part of the valley olfers several good posi; 
Hie ecially about Shabash, but any position here is liable to be turne 
ralesd teat red hy a strong detached force about Chasbma Sabz. ‘Ihe river is 
ves brick bridge at Tirpul, about 4 miles east of Kubsan, and from 
Tixpul the road down the left bank is excellent. 





" isa large narrow straggling place, about 2} miles long, 
Auer te poe or mohatlas, It contained in 1886 about 1,100 fami. 
lies in all, mostly Parsiwans and ‘Tajiks. Iu fact, there were not more than 130 
Durani families in the place. ‘Thero is a small fort at Ghorian and usually a 
rrison of 500 men. On the south side of the village stretches an open gras 
velly plain, covered with sparse camel serub, 20 lo 25 miles wide, extending 
from the Doslinkh range to the Sang-i-Dukhtar and Robat-i-Turk hills on the 
west. Avross (his plain, about 9 miles south of Ghorian, a low undulating 
ridge forms the southern watershed of the Hari Rud. A good camping 
ground may be found anywhere along the south cdge of Ghorian on this plain. 
Trom Ghotian good roads lead eéé Khaf and Shahr-i-Nao to Mashhad. ‘hero 
is also a rond to Birjand vid Chahraks. 


Zindajan is another large village in two parts, containing 800 to 1,000 
famitics, half of whom are Afghans, It is 1} miles long and perhaps as much 
in width. It lics between tho river and the open dasht above mentioned, ‘The 
actual bed of the valley is closely cultivated and much intersected with water. 
courses, most of which are dillicult to cross without bridging. The narrow 
Janes between (he high walled orchards add to the diliculties of movement. 


Kuhsan is the most westerly village in the I[crat valley, and the first that 
is passed on the road from Mashhad, It only contains about 350 families, but 
it looks much larger, as it covers more than 2 miles of ground from east {o west 
and is about 1} miles broad. The lanes through it are narrow and hardly 
wide enough for more than a single horseman. ‘The town proper is at the 
north-west end of the enclosed ground and is surrounded by a crenclated wall, 
much dilapidated, within which again is a large square [ort in tolerable repair. 
Just below Kuhsan the Hari Rud finally turns north and becomes the western 
boundary of Afghanistan. 


Tae Han Rvp. 


It may be useful if in this place I give a few notes regarding the Hari 
Rud. The river, except in the flood season (March to June inclusive) consists of 
a succession of gravelly shallows, rapid but seldom more than a foot deep. In 
the flood season it is a turbulent river, 200 or 300 yards wide and quite im- 
passable. 

It falls over 1,300 fcet between Kaman-i-Bihisht and Sarakhs, and econse- 
quently is very rapid in that part of its course. Nine miles below the former 
place the river enters the hills. It runs at first through a flat gorge 4 
to 2 of a mile wide, filled with tall grass and tamarisk. Aller 1} miles of this 
gorge the river becomes lined with very broken hilly ground. At Tangi Darys 
or Tangi Malu further progresa down the river bank is barred. The ‘angi 
Malu gorge is about 100 yards wide, the sides being precipilous sandsloue 
cliffs, and for 11 miles js of so impracticable a nature as to forbid any idea of 
military road making. ‘The gorge is not one continuous defile, hut a succession 
of short narrow ones, with intervening portions of comparatively open ground 
where lateral valleys join the river. ‘The final gorze through which the river 
issues on the north side of the hills execeds in difficulty all the others. ILere 
the bed is only 40 yards across and choked with gigantic rocks and boulders. 

while the clills on each side are several hundred feet high. North of this gorge 
the hills recede and the alluvial trough of the river becomes about a mile wide 
and gridually resames an easy character; but it must be clearly understood 
thal, owing to the dillicultics above described, the river bed does not offer a 
practicable route into the Herat valley. 


Uenar, 


f The city of Herat is not only the eapilal of a provinee, but has a slrategi- 


jeal value and a historical reputation 1 has given (o ile possession a moral 
| inflnence out of all proportion to its ac importance as 2 city or even asa 
‘fortress some detailed account of this famous city is therefore neecssary ; but 
in describing it I shall purposely refrain from describing except in “general 
terins Lhe details of its fortifications and armament; a kuowledge of such details 
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is not necossary for a comprehension of 

p Fi Nae 8 the georraphi i . 
Hon, nn indeed such detaile would only bho ean ant elmieeical rituas 
mo had actually to direct (he defence or the altack of (he fortres es 4 These 
therefore with advantage be omitted from a study of this nature eee ney 


ie Tera fe valle ily nenrly square in plan and having an area of about 
face, the Kush gate one carte. Perea ote at eae 
Pagrier tia eee ther are Tour basere meting a gol: 
gate to which it Jeads.} ithe ipa ede foe = 
The ae Se In this are included ‘the Chabar- 
The LS Eo erat, which inoludes the old citadel and 





The Khwaja Abdultn-i-Misri, on the south-cast side. 
Tho Burj-i-Khakistar, at the south-west corner. 


The population jn 1885 was estimated at nearly 9,000, of wich 3,0 rer 
Afghans and 5,000 Parsiwans or Meratis. ‘There were then 1,600 Tone 
bazars and nearly balf the population was engaged in trade. ‘The houses with- 
in the city are mostly in ruins, but they are substantial two-sloried buildings, 
with very thick mud and brick walls and domed roofs; they are quite incom: 
bustible and would be very little the worse for bombardment. Every court+ 
yard has generally 9 well or small reservoir for water ; there are also uumcrous 
public reservoirs of considerable size, so that there is no fear of the want of 
water being fclt during a siege. The four principal streets are tolerably 
straight. and from 12’ to 16’ wide, but the rest are simply narrow crooked lanes, 
mapy of which are arched over and form low dark tunnels.! Altogether the 
city offers every [facility for a house to house defence after a successful assault 
oe the walls, There are many spacious serais which might be converted into, 
barracks. 


Each face of the Cortress is 1,500 or 1,600 yards in length. The main 
defences consist of a mound or rampart 60’ to 70" high, surmounted bya wall* 
nearly 20’ high; on the outer slope of the rampart are two parallel trenches called 
shirazis, 20’ wide and covered by parapets 7’ high. At the foot of the rampart is 
the main ditch, which varies rom 45’ to G0’ in width and from 15’ to 20’ in depth. 
It is 12’ to 16’ wide at bottom, and its sides are unreretted, stoping for the 
most part at Lin 1. On the whole this ditch is a formidable obstacle, especially 
if wet, but {he main strength of the place lies in its huge carth rampart which with 
its shirazis gives o triple line of fre. ‘This rampart might be pounded till 
doomsday without much effect, while an assault would be rendered the 
more difiicull by the nature of the ground outside the ditch. The ground on 
the east, south and west faces for about 100 yards from the counterscarp is 4 
to G feet below the ordinary level. ‘This low ground is cultivated and is irrigat. 
ed so that there would ‘be no difficulty in flooding it and forming a belt of 
deep mud and slush round three sides of the cily, thus rendering mining opera- 
tions very difficult and limiting assault to the northern side. 


The northern side has a command over the city. At about 4,000 yarda the 
tugged sides of the Gazargah ridge rise to a height of several hundred, feet 
abore the plain. Below this ridge is an open gravel glacis-like space, which 
slopes down for about 1,000 yards to the Jui Nao. ‘This line of canal offers an 
esccllent position for the batteries of an enemy, and from it the east and west 
faces can be enfiladed, while with modern artillery even the south face 
would be exposed to reverse fire. About 900 to 1,600 yards from the Jui Nao, 
and about 73’ below it, winds the Jui-Anjir. Both canals are 12 to 15 feet 
wide and 3 deep, with spoil banks 7’ high on each side. They are crossed by 
frequent brick bridges capable of bearing field guns. Both if drained would 


it ie abent 2 thick wad 7” high, 


© The wall is about 7” at Lop and orer 12 at the base ; the parapet on top of i teats 2 thick a pees 


ick " lop 
uw iely, Bullet proof and is loopbuled ; tbe pathway round! thy top is anty 4” wide. 
part is in general acarped. 
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vow cles advantages ilery 
ready mode parallels. Nevertheless the advantages of aril ery 

ST the worth side, are seriously discounted Ly the uninviting 

nature of the target which IMerat and its ramparts present, 

is perhaps the Karobar Nala 





‘The most serious source of danger to the city is | ° : 
tside, [tis here sbout 40 yards wide and 20° deep, with a 


smooth gravelly bed forming a covered communication to wilhin 600 yards of 
the south face. Init daving the dry season a large number of troops “could be 
collectud for assault, ov from it approaches could be pushed against the south 
face, [v0 flood the Karobar is a deep swift stream quite im hie. South of 
the Karohar the country is a mass of villages, orchards and vineyards to the 


river bed. 

Tlorat may in fact be dence as asorl of gigantic field redonbt, relying 
on ils three tiers of rifle five and its formidable wet ditch. Supposing it 
defended by men who mex ance, itis, after the improvements madein 1586, 
safo from coup demain, Even supposing a storming parly gained the top of 
the main wall,the descent therefrom into the city should stop ‘it, for the enemy 
would find itself confronted by a vertical deop varying from 70 to 100 feet. 
Along tho top of the wall (roops can only move in singh ile, and except at the 
gateways the only means of descent are a few narrow Tl thts of sta a storm. 
ing party thus situated would be exposed to heavy fire {rom the houses of the 


city. 

Of conrse, reliminary artillery attack might have breached the walls 
and cowed the : n, bul still assault would be a 1 danserous ope’ Tation. While 
a regular siexe would probably be a slow operation, for owing to the great 
command of the wv: alls, all saps would have fo he unusually deep ; and if the 
garrison were 12.00) to 15,(00 strong, it would require a field army of nearly 
30. 000 to invest it. No mention has been made of the citadel or Arg-i-Nao, 
but it really is of no importance in the defence of the place, in fact itis a weak 
point in the north nee. This, however, is immaterial so long as the outwork 
at the ‘Tal-i-Bhangian holds out. ‘The ‘Val-i-Bhangian mound lies about 600 
yards from the countersearp opposite the Arg-i Nao. 










on the south-w 
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CHAPTER Y. 
THE MILL COUNTRY EAST OF HERAT. 


In this chapter ave described the mountainous districts lying between 
Herat and Kabul on either side of the valley of the uppee Jari Rud. That 
isto say, the country of the Firozkohis and Taimanis, Tor vonvenience 
also the district of Obch is added, as it lies on the road thereto, 
and is only of importince in connection with military movements enst of 
Herat. ‘The main feaiuve in this vesion is the Hari Rud in the long narrow 
valley bounded worth by the Bar tba and south by the Safed Koh or 
Band-i-Baian, North of the Baud and between that range and the Band- 
i-Lurkistan lies the country is. South of the Band-i-Baian lies 
the country of the fainemis, while the Mari Rud valley between is occupied 
by both Virozkohis and ‘Lainanis, At tho eastern end of the valley Hazara 
are met with, while at the western end in Obehand Shahtilan, Ghilzais and 
Heratis form the hulk of the population, st of Lhe rexion described in thig 

i tt, while west of it is what may perhaps be 
y of Herat and Sabawar, ‘The valleys in this region 
generally © from +000’ to 4,000’ above the sea, the moun- 
tains from 9,000" to 12,000’, these latter are not so ru nor so barren as might 
De supposed from aur acquainkeuce with eastern Afchanistan, but more resem 
ble the Highlinds of Scotland. Water is plentiful and supplies in some 
quantities are procurable, A great military feature of this region is the newly 
constructed road from Kabul to If{crat; but this with ils bearing on military 
operations will be deseribed further on. 

Tue Urrer Uant Rup. 

Tho Uari Rud rises east of Daolat Yar and is formed by the junction of 
the Lal and Sar-i-Jangal streams a short way below that place. The upper 
parts of bolh these valleys belong lo nian and are inhabited by Hazaras. 
‘The lower part of the Lal valley is an impracticable defile, but the upper part 
is important, as from it diverge the roads to Kabul and Bamian. The 
elimate of Lal (and that of Sar-i-Jangal is much the same) is severe. The 
winter begins about the middle of November and heavy snowfalls soon 
close the road. About the middle of February the snow begins to melt, and 
the road hecomes absolutely impassable even for footmen, as every little 
stream becomes a raging torrent; thia lasts till May, and as a great deal 
of rain also falls about then, it may be accepted that for at Jeast six months 
the routes through Lal to Kabul, Gbazni and Bamian are absolutely closed 
to lroops. 
















































Daoxat Yar. 


This is a small district belonging to Herat. It may be described as 
the extreme north-east corner of the Herat province, as, 8 miles higher u 
at the Dahan-i-Sar-i-Jangal, the country of the Dai Zangi Hazaras is entered, 
and this tract is administered from Bamian. ‘Lhe valley of Daolat. Yar is about 
half a mile wideat bottom ; ils elevation about 8,100’. Tho hills bounding the 
valley are from G00’ to $00’ higher. ‘Che fort of Paolat Yaris a large mud strue- 
ture, with towers at the angles, It stands on the left bonk of the river and is 
pot cominanded exceptat long rifle rau ‘The viver is hece about 59 yatds wide, 
but shallow and easily fordable in ly. The population docs not exceed 
1,600 familics and consists of Taiman rozkohis, iLazaras and ‘Tajiks. Supe 
plies can be collected in considerable quantities at Daolat Yar. Below Daolat 
Yar the Lari Itud valiey is about a mile wide and filled with low willow 
jungle through which the river winds in several channels. 




















Crakcmanan. 


Is the valley of the upper Tari Rud below Daolat Yar, that is, below 
the junction of ihe Sar-i-Jangal and Lal streams, down to the defiles of 
Kaminj. The course of the Hari Rud through Chakcharan lies between 
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8,100’ and 7,200’, while tho passes over the hills to the south aro 9,020' to 10,900", 
Chakcharao is about 24 miles wide from crest to crest of the hounding 
ranges, but the actual valley is only half a mile to a mile in width, contracting 
in places to narrow defiles between the ends of spurs, ‘The water: Led on both 
aides is from 2,000’ to 3,000’ above the valley. ‘I he numerous ines and 
glens between the spurs that spring from them nearly always have water and 
grass and sometimes patches of cultivation. ‘here is good Jand in the main 
valley and a number of half ruined forts, round which the Pirozkohis eamp in 
winter. The river is 70 to 100 yards wide, clear, swift and not vasily fordable. 
Abundance of grass, clover, brushwood, &e., may be found on the river banks, 

The district apparently extends over (he northern range into Karjistan 
nearly as far as the Murghab, and marches with Chaharsada, ‘The total winter 
population was computed in 1885 at about 3,000 families, of which a few 
hundreds were Tajiks, (he rest Darazi Firozkohis, but in summer most of them 
go off into the hills. 

From Chakebaran down to Kaminj the valley of the Mari Rud in its 
present state is quite impracticablo for men on foot, so that the road bas to 
goover the Band-i-Baian into Shaharak. There are two routes, fz, the 
road over the Zartulai Kotal and the route from Ahingaran by the Shatarkhan 
pass which is that most frequented though not so casy as the Zartalai. Kaminj 
belongs to the Taimanis, but below this the valley down to Kliwaja Chisht 
the highest place in Obch, belongs to the Firozkohis. 





















Open. 


Obch is the easternmost of the Chahar Wilayat or four outlying districts 
of Ilerat. Generally speaking, it is the valley of the Hari Rud from about 
Khwaja Chisht to Buriabaf on the right lank and to the Kaogan river on 
the left. There are about GO villages or groups of villages in the district, 
with a population of about 4,500 families, of whom nearly 2,000 are Afghans, 
mostly Ghilzais. Rice is largely cultivated, but sheep may be considered the 
principal produce of the country, In 1985 it was ealeulated that the Oheh 
maldars owned about 60,000 head of aheep. Most of these maldars are 
Ghilzais who lead a nomadic life in the hills around, which are richly grassed. 
Of late the Duranis have also been migrating into (he country, while the 
Firozkohi hae been almost entirely dispossessed. The people as a ‘whole have 
the character of being fearless and independent, but otherwise give very litle 
trouble. 

Obch itself is a collection of 15 or 20 villages on or near the right hank 
of the Hari Rud. The valley is here 5 or G miles across, and the er flows 
near the south side, so that it isa long way from the villages to (he hills. Pro. 
bably not more than a third of the expanse is cultivated. The fort of Obeh 
je on the north side of the line of villages. It is built of sun-dried brick, and 
though abandoned might casily he made defensible. It is surrounded by a 
large ditch which can be flooded, and there is a clear space all round for several 
handred yards, Obeb on the whole looks a flourishing place. There is 
abundanee of water, and very fine orchards exist. he Hari Rud in duly is 
fordable at Obeh, though not higher up. 

North of the Hari Rud valley lies, as has already been stated, the Firozkobi 
country which may be here described. 









Tug Frsozxonis. 


The Firozkohi country comprises almost the whole of {he upper basin of 
the Murghab and the district of Chakcharan in the upper valley of the Hari 
Rud, thus extending about 130 miles from west to east. 

On the north tho Firozkohis are bounded by the Band.i-Turkistan, which 
with its eastern continuation separates them from the Uzbaks of Maimana, 
On the east the Firozkohis do not extend quite to the headwaters of the 
Murghab, that region being occupied by the Tajiks of Chiras. On the south 
the Band-i-Vaian divides Chakcharan from the Taimanis, but from tho 
Keminj district westward the Band-i-Baba is the northern boundary. To the 
weat of the Firozkohis is the Kala Nao Hazara country. 
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Geographically speaking, the Firogkohi country may he divided into 
three pars <— 

(1) Kadia, which is considered part of Badghis, as also the Kara 
Jangal districk—that is, the tract belween Bandar and the 
Murghab. A 

(2) Kanjiston, that is, the hasin of the Murghab above Shab-i-Mash- 
bad, but exclusive of Chiras, 

(3) Chokcharan, which is the upper valley of the Hari Rud from 
Daolat Yar to the defiley above Kaminj. 

Bandar belongs lo Maimana, while Chaharsada ig under the Governor 
of Sar-i-Pul; but the rest of the Iirozkohi country helongs to the pros 
yince of Herat, but no portion except Chakeharan and Kadis is really much 
under Afghan control. The elevation of the country varies from 11,000’ to 
2,000‘, but most of Karjistan lies between 9,000’ and 5,000’; while the Chak- 
charan valley is from 8,000’ Lo 7,000 above the the passes over the hille 
to the south being a couple of thousand fect higher. 





The general character of Karjistan appears to be a series of undulating 
plateaux sloping rapidly to the Murghab, which flows in a narrow and deep 
valley bounded by high cliffs, ‘The plateaux are seamed with deep rocky 
glens and ravines running to the river, the depth of some of these glens is 
extraordinary aud they are extremely dilfieult to get in and out of. The 
plateaus are grassy and the pasturage luxuriant. 


The lirozkohis raise enough corn for their own consumption without 
diMculty. Cattle are numerous and are used as pack animals. Sheep too are 
plentiful. There are no camels. ‘The people live chiefly in the glens, where 
irrigated land is available. Juniper grows abundantly ou the higher ranges, 
but the principal [uel of the country appears to be bute (small bushes with 
woody roots), 

The climate of he country is severe in winter; snow [alls in November 
and lies till April, and all the roads are closed ; when the snow melts there is 
heavy rain for some weeks and the country is not fairly open till Juue. 
The harvest ie generally at the end of August, 


The country taken as a whole is very difficult, chiey owing to the enor- 
mous ravines which seam it; but apurt from this the mounfain slopes scem 
ensy and the passes are not severe. ‘Lhe Murghab is a formidable obstacle ; 
not only has the descent into its narrow valley to he mado by rocky paths, 
but the river itself is unfordable, being 4U to 70 yards wide and never less 
than 4’ deep, with a very swift current. In spring and early summer it is in 
flood and totally impassable except at the bridges. ‘There is a wooden bridge 
near Kala Gaohar in Chaharsada, and one fit for camels near Kala Niaz Khon, 
There are, it is believed, no others above Darband-i-Kil Mekhta, The only im- 
portant roads in the Firozkohi country are the route from Kabul to Herat 
through Daolat Yar and Chakcharan and the direct road from LIferat to 
Maimana vid Kadis, Kala Niaz and the Baraghan pass to Kaisar (vide Route 
XIV, Herat series). 

The western Firozkohis, who live in Badghis, aro known as the Mah- 
mudis. ‘hey are men of good physique, resembling Tajiks. The castern Firoz+ 
kohis or Darazis have a good strong ‘latar touch derived from the Iazaras. 
They live entirely in Chakcharan and Karjistan, She Mahmudis number over 
3,000 families, the Darazis about 7,000. The Virozkohis generally have a 
good reputation for courage, and are very independent. 


In the bills south of the Hari Rud is the country of the Taimanis. 


Toe TAIMANis. 


The Taimanis are one of the Chahar Aimak tribes, They are indeed (he 
most numcrous and their country is the most extensive of any, They occupy 
the hilly region south-east of Herat between the Hazarajat and the district of 
Sabzwar. The average length of this tract is about 120 miles, and the average 
width say 80; but the outline of the ‘faimani country is very irregular, The 
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9 ken at 12,000 square miles. The whole of the Taimoni 
is Band-Baing except Kaminj and the adjacent glens 
in tho valley of the Hari Rud, and the detached district of Daolat Yar which 
lies about {he junction of the Lal and Sar. al st s wher o they combine 
to form tho tari Rud. ‘The principal po! mani country is what is 
the Ghorat, so called from the (vo valleys of Qhor. iwara and 
Ghor-ieMushkan, though many others of the surrounding sitb-disti cts are ins 
eluded in the Ghorat and are under the Taiw ! Chicé, The general clevation 
of the Taimani conntry is about 7,000° though it varies from about 9,000’ at the 
sourecs of the Farah Rud to under 5,000’ in the south-west abont Parjaman 
and Nizgan. ‘The whole region is a sen of browa bare hills, running in a gene- 
ral east and west direction. These hills are of no great height ay compared to 
the general level and are rounded and gravelly rather than sleep and rocky ; 
bere and there rises a peak. The most notableare Kobh-i-Wala south east of 
32,680", Chalep Dakin, north of Taiwara 12,6904, and the Koh-i-Jon 
Kala in the south-east 13,600, which i fortress and has been 
frequently used asa place of refuge bare and stony, low 
serub and coarse grass being the ity of the Vairani 
country is the abundance of luxuriant meadow grass that is found along the 
course of tho streams. ‘There is also a considerable amount of alluvial land in 
the valleys. The Farsi valley is said to he the largest iv the country, It is a 
plain 8 or + miles wite and about 10 miles long, but most of it is a stony 
dasht. Tt may be mentioned here that large numbers of Afghans from the 
Pusht-i-Rud districts swarm iuto the Taimani country from May till Septem- 
Der for the purpose of grazing their flocks in the rich pastures of the Taimani 
valleys. 

















































The wholeTaimani country is remarkably destitute of trees and bushes 
of every kind, and even a small party would often find great difficulty in ob- 
taining firewood, ‘The Farah Rud is said to run all the way in a deep and 
narrow Falley, and cven high up it is not easy to ford except in autumn. 
Below the junction of the Ghor stream the Parah Rud is said to widen out 
and run ina sandy bed. There appears to be no road atong the Farah Rud 
in the Taimani country. When troops have been sent to ‘laiwara, they have 


usually enfered the Tnimani country by the Farah Rud and then marched 
by Parjuman and Nili or Waras. 









The climate of the Taimani country is severe in winter ; and snow lies deep 
in the valleys. From November to May or June the country is quite imprac- 
ticable for troops either Irom snow or flood. Summer andautumn are delight- 
ful seasons. The harvest isin September, so that September and October are 
the best months for miiilary operations, There are no camel roads in the 
Taimani country excepting the Herat-Kabul road, and the bullock is the pack 
animal mostly used. ‘T'aiwara and Farsi are what may be called the strategi- 
cal points of the country, as here mect oost of the roads. At first sight it 
would sevm that (he shortest way from Girishk to Herat must lic through the 
Taimani country, but this ia not the ease. Regarded as a hill country, it is 
not very difficult at the proper season for small bodies of troops with suitable 
transport; but the lie of the country is all against a movement from Girishk to 
Tlorat, as that would involve crossing the whole of the drainago. As said above, 
the only important road is that from Herat to Kabul. This leaves the Hari 

Rud near Khwaja Chisht, and ascending to the ‘Laimani plateau passes through 
the whole length of the Shaharak district, descending aguin to the upper Hari 
Mud in Chakeharan, This roule is described elsewhere, 


The Taimanis differ from the other Chahay Aimaks in having a large nucleus 
of Pathan origin and an hereditary aristoeracy in their Khan Khel, which gives 
all the Chiefs, Pormerly these Chiefs levied small feudal dues in their districts 
and collected the revenucas well, but in 1886 these privileges were only retained 
by the Chiefs of Ghor and Shaharak, ‘The Taiwanis have much in common in 
physique, dress, appearance and language with the inhabitants of the Herat 
valley. ‘They are hardy and powerful, but not very warlike and extremely dirt; 
As a rule, the Taimanis ouly live in tents or khargahs during the sucines, 
In winter most of them go into mud huts. They are Suni Mubammadans, but 
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religion sits lightly on them. The Taimanis are not required to find 

levies like the other Chahar Aimaks. ‘The population ol the hice 
said to be over 12,000 families, of whom 10,000 at least are ‘Taimanis. ‘The 
northern distr are entirely Taimani, while the Ghorat contains a large 
number of ‘Tajiks, Zohris, Mogals, &. During the spring and summer montha 
there isan immense ,influx of Duranis from the Pusht-i-Rud and Sabzwar ; 
these people coming to pasture their flocks and herds. ‘The Ghorat is the 
site of the once famous cily of Ghor, the ruins of which still exist. 








As regards supplies, thero is very little surplus to be obtained ; and even 
this is exhausted by the annual Derani migration. A small column of 2,000 men 
murching through the country might possibly be subsisted, and from July to 
October the standing crops would furnish suflicient forage, Meat would at 
all times be abundant. ‘The ‘Taimanis own no camels, and bullocks are the 
cowmon transport of the counlry, Daolat Yar, though uader a ‘Tuimauni chief, 
is mosUy inhabited by Firozkol 








Tue Uenat-Kanut Roan. 


Now that (he reader can form some idea of the country lying cast of Herat, 
it will be useful to consider the subject of the Herat-Kabul road which 
lies through it, mostly along the valley of the Hari Mud. This road bas 
been consiructed by the present Amir. It was intended to make it an 
18 feet road throughout, but how far this has been carried out is not 
known. In 1585, in some of the worst places it was ouly G fect broad and 
some of the gradients were extremely stecp, whilo metalling was required in 
many soft bils of clayey soil. ‘Lhe road can hardly be considered practicable 
for artillery, though a battery or two might be got over wilh considerable 
delay and trouble. The total distances are :— 














Miles. 
From Kabul to Daolat Yar a oe aise aoe 224 
»» Daolat Yar to Herat as oe es ve 289 
Torau és +67 





Colonel Maitland was of opinion that a British Indian division might 
cover this distance in somewhat less than three months, provided (1) it slarled 
at the proper season, i.¢., between May and November, ‘or more specilically the 
march should not hegin till (he end of May and should be brought toa close 
before the end of October ; (2) that previous arrangements had been made for 
the collection of supplies; (3) that no opposition was encountered. If the 
artillery consisted entirely of mountain batteries and the troops were inured to 
hill marching, the time might he reduced to seven weeks. ‘I'he greatest difficul- 
ty would be stocking the country between Daolat Yar and Khwaja Chisht (13 
marches) with supplies. Vor most of the way in his part of tho road there is 
nothing to be got out of the country but water, wood and grass; aud unless 
supplies could be collected beforehand the troops might have to burden them- 
selves on the march with 15 days’ supplics. 





It cannot therefore be considered a suitable line for military operations ; 
moreover, if the Russians were at Te they could pot only p: 
being drawn from thence, but eould harass the march of a Bri 
through the Taimani country and oppose it in carnest at any sclected point 
nearer to Ierat. A repulse would he disastrous, as tho Firozkohis would al- 
most certiinly fall on the rear and flanks of the beaten force. On the whole, 
therefore, if woul: seem most unlikely that the Tfazarajat road, even at the 
very best time of year, could he used by ourselves for an opcration of any 
magnitude. For like reasons it would be of little use to the enemy ; so that 
except for purposes of reconn: issance, that is, for obtaining information or for 
eovering and protecting certain tribes and districts, such as the Hazaras and the 
Ghorat, this line of operations is almust uscless and may be regarded as of only 


very secondary importance. 




















ah 


Nor is there any fairly good or direct road through the Taimani country 
connecting Girishk with Hevat, go that itis uscless to speculate on the possibil- 
ify of intercepting or forestalling a force using the circuitous Varah route by 
adopting ono of the routes through the Ghorat. 


In the esmo way the Firozkohi country may be considered beyond the 
scope of mililary operations. There isa route through it from Maimana by 
Chaborsada (o Ahingaran or Puzalich in the Hari Rud valley below Daolat Yar, 
and another from Sar-i-Pul by Charas to Daolat Yar; but they are both dificult 
even for small bodies of troops with mule carriage. 
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CIUAPTER Vi 


SABZWAI AND THE SOUTTIIERN APPROACHES TO HERAT. 


The Sabzwar division of erat, unimportant in ilself, is strategically of 
great importance, as Mhrough it Lie the only practicable roads leading to Herat 
from Sistan and _Kandahay, ‘ It may therefore very possibly become some day 
the scene of military operations. 

It may he defined as that part of the basin of the Adraskand or Harut 
Rud whieh lies between the 'Taimani bills and the Persian frontier. It consists 
of the town of Sabawar and the following adjacent districls :— 

(1) Dadgut.—Around and west of the town, 
(2) dzisabad.—North-cast of the town, 

(3) Zawal,—Enast of Sabawar. 

(4) Dnarat.—To the south. 

All these are small districts in close proximity to Sabawar. 
(6) Karueha.—The north-east portion of the district. 
(6) Anardara.—To the south-west, 

(7) Kala Kah —The extreme south-west of the district. 

The town of Sabawar is in ruins, and the total population is probably 
under 700 families, nearly all of whom are Parsiwans. Sabzwar now consists 
of a fort about 250 to 300 yards square, which is in good repair. Inside is the 
residence of the Governor and his officials with a certain number of local 
sowars and a few shops, but there are no troops and few inhabitants, There is 
one gate to the south-cast and outside that a small dazar. Round about are 
grouped hamlets and orchards. 

Dadgu/ has about 1,800 familics, of whom two-thirds are Afghans. A large 
percentage of the population lives solely in tents, pasturing their sheep on the 
Sabawar plain in the winter and migrating to the hills inthe summer. Sheep 
are numerous and large numbers could always be obtained. 

Azizabad or Kasatoal contains ahout 27 villages or groups of villages and 
about 7,000 inhabitants, of whom 6,000 atleast are Afghans, Shcepare numer. 
ousand the waler-supply for irrigation is fairly abundant, so that graiu is 
Probably oblainable in fair quantitics, 

Zatoal contains about 1,100 families, of whom over 900 are Afghans. A 
large proportion are nomads or semi-nomads. 

Ratkat or Imarat contains about 1,600 families, of whom 1,300 are 
Afghans; the majority are nomads, 

Karucha estends from ihe Dahan-i-Doab-i-Farsi down to Jamran in 
Sabzwar (120 miles), and is snid to contain 144 villages and 4,000 families, of 
whom 3,500 are nomad Nurzai Duranis. 

It will be noticed that in the above five districts the Afghan population as 
compared with the Parsiwan is nearly as 4 to 1 (8,000 families to 2,000) ; anc 
this iga fact of considerable pol il importance, as it means (hat Sabzwar is the 
first tract of country in which au invader from the north might possibly meet 
with local resistance and opposition. ‘Ihe population is as distinctly Afghan as 
that of Herat is Persian. ‘The Afghaus are nearly all Duranis of the Nurzai, 
Alizai and Achakzai clans. ‘The supplies obtainable in these districts may bo 
taken at 75,000 maunds of grain and at least 100,000 sheep. 

West and north-west of these districts lies a comparatively desert tract 
which stretches away to the Persian border, This part of the division is sub. 
divided into Kala Kah and Anardara, through which lies the sain road from 
Sistan to Lerat, 
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Kara Kan. 


The Kala Kah district which is the southernmost part of Sabzwar on ils 
western frontier is only of practical importance in connection with military 
operations based on Sistan, or a tur ing movement from tho direction of 
Kirjand ; but as these are both possible contingencies, some remarks : regarding, 
this distriet may fitly be introduced. The settled part of tho district lies 
between the Khuashk and Harut Ruds, the latter being the lower course 
of the Adrnskond. Itis divided in two bya range of hills, the part north 
of which is known as Kala Kah Pu oh and contains 19 villages, the 
part tothe south as Kala Kah Shab Koh; the latter containing 3 villages, 
formerly belonged to Lash-Juwain. The total population of the district is 
about 1,400 families, of which the majority are Parsiwans. The rainy season 
in Kala Kah is from December to March when the Harut Rud is much exposed 
to freshets, and is frequontly impassable for several days. 

Yo understand the bearing of Kala Kah on military ope 
sary to premiso that a force operating there is based on Ls 
important position which nol only covers the routes into Sis 
right bank of the Jkelmand, but threatens the main line 
Between jt and Kala Kah are tle Dasht-i-Khushk Rud and Da 
on the south and north banks, respectively, of the Khushk Rud; and on either 
of these plains a defensive position might be taken up «lmost anywhere to bar 
a flank movement from Kirjand or Persian territery. The actual] ground offers 
no particular advantages, but a good clear front for three miles could le ob- 
tained everywhere, and the soi] being suitable for field works, a strong position 
could be made. An attack from Farah by the valley of the Farah Rud along 
which there is a good road, could be met in the same way. 

The plateau of the Dasht-i-Khushk Rud is level and open, covered with 
a scanty scrub. Portions of the surface are soft, and would, espeoially after 
rain, be very heavy for guns. ‘the Khushk Rud, where the road crosses it, is 
about 200 to 250 yards wide, with sloping gravel banks about 40 feet high. 
Its hed is filled with grass, and water is only to be got by digging or from marshy 
pools, ‘The road from the Khushk Rud tothe Harut Rud is casy and level, 
a good part of it being over ale! cultivated plain. The only obstacles are 
the open karezes which would have to be bridged or ramped down for animals to 
cross, The Harut Rud where crossed by the road is about 130 yards wide, 
shallow and gravelly, with a belt of jungle on each bank. 
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AwnanpaRa, 


North of Kala Kah romes the small district of Anardara, bordering Persin. 
The district contains about 1,300 families, nearly all Parsiwans, ‘The important 
point in the district is the » Whichisa gapin the Koh-i-Dara, 
the rang» bounding the D uson the north, This gap is a gorge, with 
precipitous sides of limes Its hed is nearly level and from a quarter 
fo half a mile wide, ‘The asernt isexceedingly gentle. A good stream flows 
down the centre of the gorge overa smooth gravel bed 60 to 75 yards wide; 
and on either side of this water-course, which serves as the road, a strip of 
flat. fertile ground extends lo the side of the gorge. ‘The ground is closely 
enllivated and enclosed with mud walla about 8 feet high to protect the fruit 
trees from the strong winds which blow in the gorge, ‘the gorge is about 23 
nutes long and is closely filled with these orchards, ‘The village lies about 
aif way up and consists of well built mad hous It is the centre of a consi- 
derablo trallie between Ierat and Sistan, Per and Kandahar, and several 
hundred camels could be hired in the district at any time. 


Thee and walled nature of the defile would enable a retiring force to 
dispute every step; while owing to the precipitous nature of the hills it would 
Ve dificult for an enemy to crown them. The defile can, however, be turned to 
the north-east hy a road leading from the Dasht-i-Askak to the Marut 
plain. 



















North-west of Anardara Lhe villages quile change their character and hecome 
small mud walled forts of about 40 yards side, with a tower al one angle. ‘hese 
village forts are, however, few in pumber, and the population is very scanty ; 
supplics would not be obtsinable. 






37 


It may be mentioned hore, that from the lower end of the Anardara defile a 
good road leads up the Harut valley to Sabzwar, and this might he important 
ag a Tateral communication between columns on the Sabzwar and Anardara 
Toads, : 


The whole of Sabzwar is comparatively level open country, consisling 
for the most part of broad open dashts, diversified by occasional narrow 
hill ranges which are prolongations of (he aimani hills. Sabzwar is 
the chief contre of population, but groups of villages aro studded about 
in most of the plains, With the cxceplion of Sabzwar, these districts 
cannot be termed productive or capable of furnishing any but trifling aid 
towards tho support of troops. The gencral drainage is towards the Sistan 
Hamun, but the streams quickly dwindle away or aro absorbed by irrigation. 
and in the dry season do not reach the western {racts. 


The western parts of Kola Kah and Anardara are occupied by the salt 
desert plain of the Dasht-i-Naumed, which impedes all direct communication 
in that quarter with Persia. ‘he scarcily of sweet water in this direction and 
ag far up as the Ghorian district renders travelling difficult and military move- 
ments impossible. But with the exception of these western desert tracts com- 
mounication is very easy throughout Sabzwar, and tho existing routes require 
but little improvement to become good roads for wheeled transport ; but there 
is little or no limber of any sort a fact which might impede bridging operations. 


Communications. 

The important point as regards (he Sabzwar division is, og has already 
been said, its relation to the roads leading to Herat. ‘There are two important 
routes, vis, + 

(1) Kandahar to Herat eid Girishk, Farah and Sabzwar, 
(2) Sistan to Herat of¢ Lash-Juwain and Anardara. 


‘The first named is the great high road between Khorasan and India and 
is that always followed by armics or large caravans. It is generally practic- 
able for all arms, and the greater part of it is in fact very good. It has been 
repeatedly traversed by wheeled artillery. The Adraskand and its large affluent, 
the Rud-i-Gaz, have to he crossed four times. There isalso the Tari Rud close 
fo Iferat.* These are only difficult when in flood, and then only for a few days 
ata time. The flood season is in March, April and May. The wheat harvest 
is in June, so that the best season for marching is probably {vow June after 
the harvest lil autumn. In winter the want of camel-grazing would make the 
movements of a large force very difficult. In July, and August, however, the 
heat is considerable. On the whole, September and October may be reckoned 
the hest months, The total distance from Kandahar to Herat by this route is 
34 marches or 405 miles, which may be divided up into the followiugs sections :— 








Marches, Miles. 
Kandahar to Girish se wee Wan, JF WT 
Girishk to Farnb ee aca we 16 170 
Farah to Sabzwar oe see we «6 a2 
Ssbzwar to Herat my oe we 7 76 
Toran St 405 


Ayub Khan, advancing leisurely, reached the Ifelmand from Terat in 60 
days ; and though the distance is only 3:4 marches, a large force would probably 
take seven weeks to cover the distance. There is an alternative or subsidi: 
route to the main road, which leaves it at Washir and rejoins if at Khwaja 
Uria, one march (19 miles) north of Sabzwar ; and this. of course from its rela- 
tive position to the main road would be of the utmost importance in military 
operations. 

With reference to the portion of the road between Herat and Sabzwar 
jt should he noled (bal from a few miles out of Sabzwar till Rozabagh is 
reached there are no villages, so that supplics would have to be carried the 
veou those places or depdts formed. 









je hero mundo to the rivore gu the Kandahar side of the Sabswar district which are equal of greater 


In tho ease of an advance from the south, resistance might be expected at 
tho crossing of the Rud-i-Gaz and again a¢ Rozabagb. On the other hand, no 
particularly good defensivo position offers itself with reference to an attack 
from the north. : 

As regards the Sistan road, the total distance from Lash-Juwain to Herat 
oid Anardara and Pahra may be taken at 18 marches or 215 miles, viz, :— 





Marches. Milos. 

Lash-Juwain to Anaridara ae 7 a3 
Anardara lo Pahra . 9 107 
Pahra to Herat ses one wa 2 25 
Tora . 18 216 

= — 


West of this rond lies the undulating gravelly waterless desert, known 
as the Dasht-i-Naumed, so that practically it cannot be turned on the west 
exccpt from Birjand. 

This ronte presents no physical obstacles of any moment after leaving 
Sistan, but the Anardara defile above described might be a point of considera- 
ble military importance, 
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Scale 1 Inch = 24 Miles. 
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